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California State Law
Penal Code

Dangerous Weapons Control Law

CONTROL OF DEADLY WEAPONS

Chapter 1. FIREARMS

Article 1. General Provisions

12000.  Short title.  This chapter shall be known and may be cited as “The Dan-
gerous Weapons’ Control Law.”

12001. Definitions.
(a)  As used in this title, the terms “pistol,”  “revolver,”  and “firearm ca-
pable of being concealed upon the person”  shall apply to and include any de-
vice, designed to be used as a weapon, from which is expelled a projectile by
the force of any explosion, or other form of combustion, and which has a bar-
rel less than 16 inches in length. These terms also include any device which
has a barrel 16 inches or more in length which is designed to be interchanged
with a barrel less than 16 inches in length.
(b)  As used in this title, “firearm”  means any device, designed to be used as
a weapon, from which is expelled through a barrel a projectile by the force
of any explosion or other form of combustion.
(c)  As used in Sections 12021, 12021.1, 12070, 12071, 12072, 12073, and
12078, of this code and Sections 8100 and 8103 of the Welfare and Institu-
tions Code, the term “firearm”  includes the frame or receiver of any such
weapon.
(d)  For the purpose of Sections 12025 and 12031, the term “firearm”  also
shall include any rocket, rocket propelled projectile launcher or similar
device containing any explosive or incendiary material whether or not the
device is designed for emergency or distress signaling purposes.
(e)(1)  For purposes of Sections 12070, 12071, and subdivisions (b), (c), and
(d) of Section 12072, the term “firearm”  does not include an unloaded firearm
which is defined as an “antique firearm”  in Section 921(a)(16) of Title 18 of
the United States Code.
(2)  For purposes of Sections 12070, 12071, and subdivisions (b), (c), and (d)
of Section 12072, the term “firearm”  does not include an unloaded firearm
that meets both of the following:
(A)  It is not a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed
upon the person.
(B)  It is a curio or relic, as defined in Section 178.11 of Title 27 of the
Code of Federal Regulations.
(f)  Nothing shall prevent a device defined as a “pistol”, “revolver”,  or
“firearm capable of being concealed upon the person”  from also being found to
be a short-barreled shotgun or a short-barreled rifle, as defined in Section
12020.
(g) For purposes of Section 12551, the term “firearm”  also shall include any
instrument which expels a metallic projectile, such as a B.B. or a pellet,
through the force of air pressure, CO
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 pressure, or spring action, or any

spot marker gun.
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(h) As used in this title, “wholesaler”  means any person who is licensed as a
dealer pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of
the United States Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto who sells
or transfers or assigns firearms, or parts of firearms, to persons who are
licensed as manufacturers, importers, or gunsmiths pursuant to Chapter 44
(commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code, or per-
sons licensed pursuant to Section 12071 and includes persons who receive fin-
ished parts of firearms and assemble them into completed or partially com-
pleted firearms, in furtherance of that purpose.  “Wholesaler”  shall not in-
clude a manufacturer or importer or a gunsmith who is licensed to engage in
those activities pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of
Title 18 of the United States Code, or a person licensed pursuant to Section
12071 and the regulations issued pursuant thereto. A wholesaler also does not
include those persons dealing exclusively in grips, stocks, and other parts
of firearms that are not frames or receivers thereof.
(i)  As used in Section 12071, 12072, or 12084, “application to purchase”
means either of the following:
(1)  The initial completion of the register by the purchaser or transferee as
required by subdivision (a) of Section 12076.
(2)  The initial completion of the LEFT by the purchaser or transferee as re-
quired by subdivision (d) of Section 12084.
(3)  The initial completion and transmission to the department of the record
of electronic transfer by the dealer on the purchaser, transferee, or person
being loaned the firearm as required by subdivision (c) of Section 12076.
(j)  For purposes of Section 12023, a firearm shall be deemed to be “loaded”
whenever both the firearm and the unexpected ammunition capable of being dis-
charged from the firearm are in the immediate possession of the same person.
(k)  For purposes of  Sections 12021, 12021.1, 12025, 12070, 12072, 12073,
12078, and 12101 of this code, and Sections 8100, 8101, and 8103 of the Wel-
fare and Institutions Code, notwithstanding the fact that the term “any fire-
arm” may by used in those sections, each firearm or the frame or receiver of
the same shall constitute a distinct and separate offense under those sec-
tions.
(l)  For purposes of Section 12020, a violation of that section as to each
firearm, weapon, or device enumerated therein shall constitute a distinct and
separate offense.
(m)  Pursuant to this title, any firearms eligibility determination involving
the issuance of any license, permit, or certificate may include the submis-
sion of the application’s fingerprints top the United States Federal Bureau
of Investigation.

12001.5. Manufacture, sale or possession of short-barreled shotgun or short-
barreled rifle.  Except as expressly provided in Section 12020, and solely in
accordance with Section 12020, no person may manufacture, import into this
state, keep for sale, offer for sale, give, lend, or possess any short-bar-
reled shotgun or short-barreled rifle, as defined in Section 12020, and noth-
ing else in this chapter shall be construed as authorizing the manufacture,
importation into the state, keeping for sale, offering for sale, or giving,
lending, or possession of any short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle,
as defined in Section 12020.
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12001.6. Offenses involving the violent use of a  firearm.
As used in this chapter, an offense which involves the violent use of a fire-
arm includes any of the following:
(a) A violation of paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 245 or
a violation of subdivision (c) of Section 245.
(b) A violation of Section 246.
(c) A violation of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 417.
(d) A violation of subdivision (c) of Section 417.

Article 2. Unlawful Carrying and Possession of Weapons

12020. Certain firearms, ammunition, explosive substances, metal plate weap-
ons, etc., manufacture, import, sale, etc. prohibited; exceptions; defini-
tions.
(a)  Any person in this state who manufactures or causes to be manufactured,
imports into the state, keeps for sale, or offers or exposes for sale, or who
gives, lends, or possesses any cane gun or wallet gun, any undetectable fire-
arm, any firearm which is not immediately recognizable as a firearm, any cam-
ouflaging firearm container, any ammunition which contains or consists of any
flechette dart, any bullet containing or carrying an explosive agent, * * *
any multiburst trigger activator, * * * any short-barreled shotgun, any
short-barreled rifle, * * * any zip gun, * * * any unconventional pistol,
* * * or who carries concealed upon his or her person any explosive sub-
stance, other  than fixed ammunition, * * * is punishable by imprisonment in
a county jail not exceeding one year or in the state prison. * * * *
(b)  Subdivision (a) does not apply to any of the following:
(1)  The sale to, purchase by, or possession of short-barreled shotguns or
short-barreled rifles, by police departments, sheriffs’ offices, marshals’
offices, the California Highway Patrol, the Department of Justice, or the
military or naval forces of this state or of the United States for use in the
discharge of their official duties or the possession of short-barreled shot-
guns and short-barreled rifles by regular, salaried, full-time members of a
police department, sheriff’s office, marshal’s office, the California Highway
Patrol, or the Department of Justice when on duty and the use is authorized
by the agency and is within the course and scope of their duties.
(2) The manufacture, possession, transportation or sale of short-barreled
shotguns or short-barreled rifles when authorized by the Department of Jus-
tice pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section 12095) of this chapter
and not in violation of federal law. * * * *
(5) Any antique firearm. For purposes of this section, “antique firearm”
means any firearm not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conven-
tional centerfire ignition with fixed ammunition and manufactured in or be-
fore 1898 (including any matchlock, flintlock, percussion cap, or similar
type of ignition system or replica thereof, whether actually manufactured
before or after the year 1898) and also any firearm using fixed ammunition
manufactured in or before 1898, for which ammunition is no longer manufac-
tured in the United States and is not readily available in the ordinary chan-
nels of commercial trade.
(6) Tracer ammunition manufactured for use in shotguns.
(7)  Any firearm or ammunition which is a curio or relic as defined in Section
178.11 of Title 27 of the Code of Federal Regulations and which is in the
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possession of a person permitted to possess the items pursuant to Chapter 44
(commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and the
regulations issued pursuant thereto. Any person prohibited by Section 12021,
12021.1, or 12101 of this code or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code from possessing firearms or ammunition who obtains title to
these items by bequest or intestate succession may retain title for not more
than one year, but actual possession of these items at any time is punishable
pursuant to Section 12021, 12021.1, or 12101 of this code or Section 8100 or
8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code. Within the year the person shall
transfer title to the firearms or ammunition by sale, gift, or other disposi-
tion. Any person who violates this paragraph is in violation of subdivision
(a).
(8)  Any other weapon as defined in subsection (e) of Section 5845 of Title 26
of the United States Code and which is in the possession of a person permit-
ted to possess the weapons pursuant to the federal Gun Control Act of 1968
(Public Law 90-618), as amended, and the regulations issued pursuant thereto.
Any person prohibited by Section 12021, 12021.1, or 12101 of this code or
Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code from possessing
these weapons who obtains title to these weapons by bequest or intestate suc-
cession may retain title for not more than one year, but actual possession of
these weapons at any time is punishable pursuant to Section 12021, 12021.1,
or 12101 of this code or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code. Within the year, the person shall transfer title to the weapons by
sale, gift, or other disposition. Any person who violates this paragraph is
in violation of subdivision (a). The exemption provided in this subdivision
does not apply to pen guns.
(9)  Instruments or devices that are possessed by federal, state, and local
historical societies, museums, and institutional collections which are open
to the public, provided that  these instruments or devices are properly
housed, secured from unauthorized handling, and, if the instrument or device
is a firearm, unloaded.
(10)  Instruments or devices, other than short-barreled shotguns or short-
barreled rifles, that are possessed or utilized during the course of a motion
picture, television, or video production or entertainment event by an autho-
rized participant therein in the course of making that production or event or
by an authorized employee or agent of the entity producing that production or
event.
(11)  Instruments or devices, other than short-barreled shotguns or short-
barreled rifles, that are sold by, manufactured by, exposed or kept for sale
by, possessed by, imported by, or lent by persons who are in the business of
selling instruments or devices listed in subdivision (a) solely to the enti-
ties referred in paragraphs (9) and (10) when engaging in transactions with
those entities.
(12)  The sale to, possession of, or purchase of any weapon, device, or ammu-
nition, other than a short-barreled rifle or a short-barreled shotgun, by any
federal, state, county, city and county, or city agency that is charged with
the enforcement of any law for use in the discharge of their official duties,
or the possession of any weapon, device, or ammunition, other than a short-
barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun, by peace officers thereof when on
duty and the use is authorized by the agency and is within the course and
scope of their duties.
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(13)  Weapons, devices, and ammunition, other than a short-barreled rifle or
short-barreled shotgun, that are sold by, manufactured by, exposed, or kept
for sale by, possessed by, imported by, or lent by, persons who are in the
business of selling weapons, devices, and ammunition listed in subdivision
(a) solely to the entities referred to in paragraph (12) when engaging in
transactions with those entities. * * * *
(c)(1)  As used in this section, a “short-barreled shotgun”  means any of the
following:
(A)  A firearm which is designed or redesigned to fire a fixed shotgun shell
and having a barrel or barrels of less than 18 inches in length.
(B)  A firearm which has an overall length of less than 26 inches and which is
designed or redesigned to fire a fixed shotgun shell.
(C)  Any weapon made from a shotgun (whether by alteration, modification, or
otherwise) if that weapon, as modified, has an overall length of less than 26
inches or a barrel or barrels of less than 18 inches in length.
(D)  Any device which may be readily restored to fire a fixed shotgun shell
which, when so restored, is a device defined in subparagraphs (A) to (C),
inclusive.
(E)  Any part, or combination of parts, designed and intended to convert a
device into a device defined in subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, or any
combination of parts from which a device defined in subparagraphs (A) to (C),
inclusive, can be readily assembled if those parts are in the possession or
under the control of the same person.
(2)  As used in this section, a “short-barreled rifle”  means any of the fol-
lowing:
(A)  A rifle having a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches in length.
(B) A rifle with an overall length of less than 26 inches.
(C)  Any weapon made from a rifle (whether by alteration, modification, or
otherwise) if that weapon as modified has an overall length of less than 26
inches or a barrel or barrels of less than 16 inches in length.
(D)  Any device which may be readily restored to fire a fixed cartridge which,
when so restored, is a device defined in subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive.
(E)  Any part, or combination of parts, designed and intended to convert a
device into a device defined in subparagraphs (A) to (C), inclusive, or any
combination of parts from which a device defined in subparagraphs (A) to (C),
inclusive, may be readily assembled if those parts are in the possession or
under the control of the same person. * * * *
(4)  As used in this section, a “wallet gun”  means any firearm mounted or en-
closed in a case, resembling a wallet, designed to be or capable of being
carried in a pocket or purse if such firearm may be fired while mounted or
enclosed in such case.
(5)  As used in this section, a “cane gun”  means any firearm mounted or en-
closed in a stick, staff, rod, crutch or similar device, designed to be or
capable of being used as an aid in walking, if such firearm may be fired
while mounted, or enclosed therein.
(6)  As used in this section, a “flechette dart”  means a dart, capable of be-
ing fired from a firearm, which measures approximately one inch in length,
with tail fins which take up five-sixteenths of an inch of the body. * * * *
(9)  As used in this section, a “camouflaging firearm container”  means a con-
tainer which meets all of the following criteria:
(A)  It is designed and intended to enclose a firearm.
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(B)  It is designed and intended to allow the firing of the enclosed firearm
by external controls while the firearm is in the container.
(C)  It is not readily recognizable as containing a firearm.
“Camouflaging firearm container”  does not include any camouflaging covering
used while engaged in lawful hunting or while going to or returning from a
lawful hunting expedition.
(10)  As used in this section, a “zip gun”  means any weapon or device which
meets all of the following criteria:
(A)  It was not imported as a firearm by an importer licensed pursuant to
Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States
Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto.
(B)  It was not originally designed to be a firearm by a manufacturer licensed
pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the
United States Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto.
(C)  No tax was paid on the weapon or device nor was an exemption from paying
tax on that weapon or device granted under Section 4181 and subchapters F
(commencing with Section 4216) and G (commencing with Section 4221) of Chap-
ter 32 of Title 26 of the United States Code, as amended, and the regulations
issued pursuant thereto.
(D)  It is made or altered to expel a projectile by the force of an explosion
or other form of combustion. * * * *
(12)  As used in this section, an “unconventional pistol”  means a firearm that
does not have a rifled bore and has a barrel or barrels of less than 18
inches in length or has an overall length of less than 26 inches. * * * *
(20)  As used in this section, a “rifle”  means a weapon designed or rede-
signed, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and de-
signed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in
a fixed cartridge to fire only a single projectile through a rifled bore for
each single pull of the trigger.
(21)  As used in this section, a “shotgun”  means a weapon designed or rede-
signed, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and de-
signed or redesigned and made or remade to use the energy of the explosive in
a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a smooth bore either a number of pro-
jectiles (ball shot) or a single projectile for each pull of the trigger.
(22)  As used in this section, an “undetectable firearm”  means any weapon
which meets one of the following requirements:
(A)  When, after removal of grips, stocks, and magazines, it is not as detect-
able as the Security Exemplar, by walk-through metal detectors calibrated and
operated to detect the Security Exemplar.
(B)  When any major component of which, when subjected to inspection by the
types of X-ray machines commonly used at airports, does not generate an image
that accurately depicts the shape of the component. Barium sulfate or other
compounds may be used in the fabrication of the component.
(C)  For purposes of this paragraph, the terms “firearm”, “major component”,
and “Security Exemplar”  have the same meanings as those terms are defined in
Section 922 of Title 18 of the United States Code.
All firearm detection equipment newly installed in nonfederal public build-
ings in this state shall be of a type identified by either the United States
Attorney General, the Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary of the
Treasury, as appropriate, as available state-of-the-art equipment capable of
detecting an undetectable firearm, as defined, while distinguishing innocuous



32

metal objects likely to be carried on one’s person sufficient for reasonable
passage of the public.
(23)  As used in this section, a “multiburst trigger activator”  means one of
the following devices:
(A)  A device designed or redesigned to be attached to a semi-automatic fire-
arm which allows the firearm to discharge two or more shots in a burst by
activating the device.
(B)  A manual or power-driven trigger activating device constructed and de-
signed so that when attached to a semi-automatic firearm it increases the
rate of fire of that firearm.
(24) As used in this section, a “dirk”  or “dagger”  means a knife or other
instrument with or without a handguard that is capable of ready use as a
stabbing weapon that may inflict great bodily injury or death. * * * *

12021. Specified convictions; narcotic addiction; condition of probation;
restrictions on firearm possession; punishment; employment needs; relief from
prohibition; justifiable violations.
(a)(1)  Any person who has been convicted of a felony under the laws of the
United States, of the State of California, or any other state, government, or
country, or of an offense enumerated in subdivision (a), (b), or (d) of Sec-
tion 12001.6, or who is addicted to the use of any narcotic drug, who owns or
has in his or her possession or under his or her custody or control any fire-
arm is guilty of a felony.
(2)  Any person who has two or more convictions for violating paragraph (2) of
subdivision (a) of Section 417 and who owns or has in his or her possession
or under his or her custody or control any firearm is guilty of a felony.
(b)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a), any person who has been convicted of a
felony or of an offense enumerated in Section 12001.6, when that conviction
results from certification by the juvenile court for prosecution as an adult
in an adult court under  Section 707 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
who owns or has in his or her possession or under his or her custody or con-
trol any firearm is guilty of a felony.
(c)(1)  Except as provided in subdivision (a) or paragraph (2) of this subdi-
vision, any person who has been convicted of a misdemeanor violation of Sec-
tion 71, 76, 136.5, or 140, subdivision (d) of Section 148, Section 171b,
171c, 171d, 186.28, 240, 241, 242, 243, 244.5, 245, 245.5, 246, 246.3, 247,
273.5, 273.6, 417, 417.1, 417.2, 417.6, 626.9, 646.9, 12023 or 12024, subdi-
vision (b) or (d) of Section 12034, Section 12040, subdivision (b) of Section
12072, subdivision (a) of former Section 12100, Section 12220, 12320, or
12590, or Section 8100, 8101 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
any firearm-related offense pursuant to Sections 871.5 and 1001.5 of the Wel-
fare and Institutions Code, or of the conduct punished in paragraph (3)of
subdivision (g) of Section 12072, and who, within 10 years of the conviction,
owns, or has in his or her possession or under his or her custody or control,
any firearm  is guilty of a public offense, which shall be punishable by im-
prisonment in a county jail not exceeding one year, or in the state prison,
by a fine not exceeding one thousand ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment
and fine. * * * * 
(d)  Any person who, as an express condition of probation, is prohibited or
restricted from owning, possessing, controlling, receiving, or purchasing a
firearm and who owns, or has in his or her possession or under his or her
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custody or control, any firearm but who is not subject to subdivision (a) or
(c) is guilty of a public offense, which shall be punishable  by imprisonment
in the state prison or in a county jail not exceeding one year, by a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and
fine. * * * * 
(e)  Any person who:
(1)  Is alleged to have committed an offense listed in subdivision (b) of Sec-
tion 707 of the Welfare and Institutions Code or an offense described in sub-
division (b) of Section 1203.073, or any offense enumerated in paragraph (1)
of subdivision (c);
(2)  Is found to be a fit and proper subject to be dealt with under the juve-
nile court law; and
(3)  Is subsequently adjudged a ward of the juvenile court within the meaning
of Section 602 of the Welfare and Institutions Code because the person com-
mitted an offense listed in subdivision (b) of Section 707 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code or an offense described in subdivision (b) of Section
1203.073 or any offense enumerated in paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) shall
not own, or have in his or her possession or under his or her custody or con-
trol, any firearm until the age of 30 years. A violation of this subdivision
shall be punishable by imprisonment in the state prison or in a county jail
not exceeding one year or in the state prison, by a fine not exceeding one
thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine. * * * * 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the forms required to be submit-
ted to the department pursuant to this subdivision may be used to determine
eligibility to acquire a firearm.
(f)  Subdivision (a) shall not apply to a person who has been convicted of a
felony under the laws of the United States unless either of the following
criteria is satisfied:
(1)  Conviction of a like offense under California law can only result in im-
position of felony punishment.
(2)  The defendant was sentenced to a federal correctional facility for more
than 30 days, or received a fine of more than one thousand dollars ($1,000),
or received both punishments.
(g)  Every person who purchases or receives, or attempts to purchase or re-
ceive, a firearm knowing that he or she is subject to a protective order as
defined in Section 6218 of the Family Code, or a temporary restraining order
or injunction issued pursuant to Section 527.6 or 527.8 of the Code of Civil
Procedure, is guilty of a public offense, which shall be punishable by im-
prisonment in the state prison or in a county jail not exceeding one year, by
a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both that imprisonment
and fine.  This subdivision does not apply unless the copy of the restraining
order personally served on the person against whom the restraining order is
issued contains a notice in bold print stating (1) that the person is prohib-
ited from purchasing or receiving or attempting to purchase or receive a
firearm and (2) specifying the penalties for violating this subdivision, or a
court has provided actual verbal notice of the firearm prohibition and pen-
alty as provided in Section 6034 of the Family Code.  However, this subdivi-
sion does not apply if the firearm is received as part of the disposition of
community property pursuant to Division 7 (commencing with Section 2500) of
the Family Code.
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12021.1. Concealable firearms; prior conviction of certain violent offenses;
prohibited ownership or possession; offense; punishment; condition of proba-
tion; suspension of imposition or execution of sentence.
(a)  Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 12021, any person who has been
previously convicted of any of the offenses listed in subdivision (b) and who
owns or has in his or her possession or under his or her custody or control
any firearm is guilty of a felony. A dismissal of an accusatory pleading pur-
suant to Section 1203.4a involving an offense set forth in subdivision (b)
does not affect the finding of a previous conviction. If probation is
granted, or if the imposition or execution of sentence is suspended, it shall
be a condition of the probation or suspension that the defendant serve at
least six months in a county jail.
(b)  As used in this section, a violent offense includes any of the following:
(1)  Murder or voluntary manslaughter.
(2)  Mayhem.
(3)  Rape.
(4)  Sodomy by force, violence, duress, menace, or threat of great bodily
harm.
(5)  Oral copulation by force, violence, duress, menace, or threat of great
bodily harm.
(6)  Lewd acts on a child under the age of 14 years.
(7)  Any felony punishable by death or imprisonment in the state prison for
life.
(8)  Any other felony in which the defendant inflicts great bodily injury on
any person, other than an accomplice, that has been charged and proven, or
any felony in which the defendant uses a firearm which use has been charged
and proven.
(9)  Attempted murder.
(10)  Assault with intent to commit rape or robbery.
(11)  Assault with a deadly weapon or instrument on a peace officer.
(12)  Assault by a life prisoner on a noninmate.
(13)  Assault with a deadly weapon by an inmate.
(14)  Arson.
(15)  Exploding a destructive device or any explosive with intent to injure.
(16)  Exploding a destructive device or any explosive causing great bodily
injury.
(17)  Exploding a destructive device or any explosive with intent to murder.
(18) Robbery.
(19)  Kidnaping.
(20)  Taking of a hostage by an inmate of a state prison.
(21)  Attempt to commit a felony punishable by death or imprisonment in the
state prison for life.
(22)  Any felony in which the defendant personally used a dangerous or deadly
weapon.
(23) Escape from a state prison by use of force or violence.
(24)  Assault with a deadly weapon or force likely to produce great bodily
injury.
(25)  Any felony violation of Section 186.22.
(26)  Any attempt to commit a crime listed in this subdivision other than an
assault.
(27)  Any offense enumerated in subdivision (a), (b), or (d) of Section
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12001.6.
(28)  Carjacking.
(29)  Any offense enumerated in subdivision (c) of Section 12001.6 if the per-
son has two or more convictions for violating paragraph (2) of subdivision
(a) of Section 417.
(c)  Any person previously convicted of any of the offenses listed in subdivi-
sion (b) which conviction results from certification by the juvenile court
for prosecution as an adult in adult court under the provisions of Section
707 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, who owns or has in his or her pos-
session or under his or her custody or control any firearm is guilty of a
felony. If probation is granted, or if the imposition or execution of sen-
tence is suspended, it shall be a condition of the probation or suspension
that the defendant serve at least six months in a county jail. * * * *

Publisher’s Note:

Section 12026.1 complements Federal law (18 U.S.C. 926A) and regulations (27
CFR 178.38) and is set out below.

12026.1. Authority to transport or carry concealable firearms.  (a)  Section
12025 shall not be construed to prohibit any citizen of the United States
over the age of 18 years who resides or is temporarily within this state, and
who is not within the excepted classes prescribed by Section 12021, from
transporting or carrying any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of
being concealed upon the person, provided that  the following applies to the
firearm:
(1)  The firearm is within a motor vehicle and it is locked in the vehicle’s
trunk or in a locked container in the vehicle other than the utility or glove
compartment.
(2)  The firearm is carried by the person directly to or from any motor ve-
hicle for any lawful purpose and, while carrying the firearm, the firearm is
contained within a locked container.
(b)  The provisions of this section do not prohibit or limit the otherwise
lawful carrying or transportation of any pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person in accordance with this chapter.
(c)  As used in this section, “locked container”  means a secure container
which is fully enclosed and locked by a padlock, key lock, combination lock,
or similar locking device. * * * *

12026.2. Section 12026.2 of the Penal Code is amended to read:
(a)  Section 12025 does not apply to, or affect, any of the following:
(1)  The possession of a firearm by an authorized participant in a motion pic-
ture, television, or video production or entertainment event when the par-
ticipant Lawfully uses the firearm as part of that production or event or
while going directly to, or coming directly from, that production or event.
(2)  The possession of a firearm in a locked container by a member of any club
or organization, organized for the purpose of lawfully collecting and law-
fully displaying pistols, revolvers, or other firearms, while the member is
at meetings of the clubs or organizations or while going directly to, and
coming directly from, those meetings.
(3)  The transportation of a firearm by a participant when going directly to,
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or coming directly from, a recognized safety or hunter safety class, or a
recognized sporting event involving that firearm.
(4)  The transportation of a firearm by a person listed in Section 12026 di-
rectly between any of the places mentioned in Section 12026.
(5)  The transportation of a firearm by a person when going directly to, or
coming directly from, a fixed place of business or private residential prop-
erty for the purpose of the lawful repair or the lawful transfer, sale, or
loan of that firearm.
(6)  The transportation of a firearm by a person listed in Section 12026 when
going directly from the place where that person lawfully received that fire-
arm to that person’s place of residence or place of business or to private
property owned or lawfully possessed by that person.
(7)  The transportation of a firearm by a person when going directly to, or
coming directly from, a gun show, swap meet, or similar event to which the
public is invited, for the purpose of displaying that firearm in a lawful
manner.
(8)  The transportation of a firearm by an authorized employee or agent of a
supplier of firearms when going directly to, or coming directly from, a mo-
tion picture, television, or video production or entertainment event for the
purpose of providing that firearm to an authorized participant to lawfully
use as a part of that production or event.
(9)  The transportation of a firearm by a person when going directly to, or
coming directly from, a target range, which holds a regulatory or business
license, for the purposes of practicing shooting at targets with that firearm
at that target range.
(10)  The transportation of a firearm by a person when going directly to, or
coming directly from, a place designated by a person authorized to issue li-
censes pursuant to Section 12050 when done at the request of the issuing
agency so that the issuing agency can determine whether or not a license
should be issued to that person to carry that firearm.
(11)  The transportation of a firearm by a person when going directly to, or
coming directly from, a law enforcement agency for the purpose of a lawful
transfer, sale, or loan of that firearm pursuant to Section 12084.
(12)  The transportation of a firearm by a person when going directly to, or
coming directly from, a lawful camping activity for the purpose of having
that firearm available for lawful personal protection while at the lawful
campsite. This paragraph shall not be construed to override the statutory
authority granted to the Department of Parks and Recreation or any other
state or local governmental agencies to promulgate rules and regulations gov-
erning the administration of parks and campgrounds.
(13)  The transportation of a firearm by a person in order to comply with sub-
division (c) or (i) of Section 12078 as it pertains to that firearm.
(14)  The transportation of a firearm by a person in order to utilize subdivi-
sion (l) of Section 12078 as it pertains to that firearm.
(15)  The transportation of a firearm by a person when going directly to, or
coming directly from, a gun show or event, as defined in Section 178.100 of
Title 27 of the Code of Federal Regulations, for the purpose of lawfully
transferring, selling, or loaning that firearm in accordance with subdivision
(d) of Section 12072.
(16)  The transportation of a firearm by a person in order to utilize para-
graph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 12078 as it pertains to that firearm.
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(17)  THE TRANSPORTATION OF A FIREARM BY A PERSON WHO FINDS THE FIREARM IN
ORDER TO COMPLY WITH ARTICLE 1 (COMMENCING WITH SECTION 2080) OF CHAPTER 4 OF
DIVISION 3 OF THE CIVIL CODE AS IT PERTAINS TO THAT FIREARM AND IF THAT FIRE-
ARM IS BEING TRANSPORTED TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, THE PERSON GIVES PRIOR
NOTICE TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY THAT HE OR SHE IS TRANSPORTING THE FIRE-
ARM TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY.
(18)  THE TRANSPORTATION OF A FIREARM BY A PERSON WHO FINDS THE FIREARM AND IS
TRANSPORTING IT TO A LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY FOR DISPOSITION ACCORDING TO LAW,
IF HE OR SHE GIVES PRIOR NOTICE TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY THAT HE OR SHE
IS TRANSPORTING THE FIREARM TO THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY FOR DISPOSITION
ACCORDING TO LAW.
(b)  In order for a firearm to be exempted under subdivision (a), while being
transported to or from a place, the firearm shall be unloaded, kept in a
locked container, as defined in subdivision (d), and the course of travel
shall include only those deviations between authorized locations as are rea-
sonably necessary under the circumstances.
(c)  This section does not prohibit or limit the otherwise lawful carrying or
transportation of any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being
concealed upon the person in accordance with this chapter.
(d)  As used in this section, “unlocked container”  means a secure container
which is fully enclosed and locked by a padlock, key lock, combination lock,
or similar locking device.  The term “unlocked container” does not include
the utility or glove compartment of a motor vehicle.

Article 4. Licenses to Sell Firearms

12070. Unlicensed businesses; violations; penalties.
(a)  No person shall sell, lease, or transfer firearms unless he or she has
been issued a license pursuant to Section 12071. Any person violating this
section is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(b)  Subdivision (a) does not include any of the following:
(1)  The sale, lease, or transfer of any firearm by a person acting pursuant
to operation of law, a court order or pursuant to the Enforcement of Judg-
ments Law (Title 9 (commencing with Section 680.010) of Part 2 of the Code of
Civil Procedure), or by a person who liquidates a personal firearm collection
to satisfy a court judgment.
(2)  A person acting pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 186.22a or subdi-
vision (c) of Section 12028.
(3)  The sale, lease, or transfer of a firearm by a person who obtains title
to the firearm by intestate succession or by bequest or as a surviving spouse
pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 13500) of Part 2 of Division 8
of the Probate Code, provided  the person disposes of the firearm within 60
days of receipt of the firearm.
(4)  The infrequent sale, lease, or transfer of firearms.
(5)  The sale, lease, or transfer of used firearms other than pistols, revolv-
ers, or other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person, at gun
shows or events, as specified in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdi-
vision (b) of Section 12071, by a person other than a licensee or dealer,
provided  the person has a valid federal firearms license and a certificate of
eligibility issued by the Department of Justice, as specified in Section
12071, and provided  all the sales, leases, or transfers fully comply with
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subdivision (d) of Section 12072. However, the person shall not engage in the
sale, lease, or transfer of used firearms other than pistols, revolvers, or
other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person at more than 12 gun
shows or events in any calendar year and shall not sell, lease, or transfer
more than 15 used firearms other than pistols, revolvers, or other firearms
capable of being concealed upon the person at any single gun show or event.
In no event shall the person sell more than 75 used firearms other than pis-
tols, revolvers, or other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person
in any calendar year.
A person described in this paragraph shall be known as a “Gun Show Trader.”
* * * *
As used in this paragraph, the term “used firearm”  means a firearm that has
been sold previously at retail and is more than three years old.
(6)  The activities of a law enforcement agency pursuant to Section 12084.
(7)  Deliveries, sales, or transfers of firearms between or to importers and
manufacturers of firearms licensed to engage in business pursuant to Chapter
44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and
the regulations issued pursuant thereto.
(8)  The sale, delivery, or transfer of firearms by manufacturers or importers
licensed pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of
the United States Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto to dealers
or wholesalers.
(9)  Deliveries and transfers of firearms made pursuant to Section 12028,
12028.5, or 12030.
(10)  The loan of a firearm for the purposes of shooting at targets, if the
loan occurs on the premises of a target facility which holds a business or
regulatory license or on the premises of any club or organization organized
for the purposes of practicing shooting at targets upon established ranges,
whether public or private, if the firearm is at all times kept within the
premises of the target range or on the premises of the club or organization.
(11)  Sales, deliveries, or transfers of firearms by manufacturers, importers,
or wholesalers licensed pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921)
of Title 18 of the United States Code and the regulations issued pursuant
thereto to persons who reside outside this state who are licensed pursuant to
Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States
Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto, if the sale, delivery, or
transfer is in accordance with Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of
Title 18 of the United States Code and the regulations issued pursuant
thereto.
(12)  Sales, deliveries, or transfers of firearms by persons who reside out-
side this state and are licensed outside this state pursuant to Chapter 44
(commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and the
regulations issued pursuant thereto to wholesalers, manufacturers, or import-
ers, if the sale, delivery, or transfer is in accordance with Chapter 44
(commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and the
regulations issued pursuant thereto.
(13)  Sales, deliveries, or transfers of firearms by wholesalers to dealers.
(14)  Sales, deliveries, or transfers of firearms by persons who reside out-
side this state to persons licensed pursuant to Section 12071, if the sale,
delivery, or transfer is in accordance with Chapter 44 (commencing with Sec-
tion 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code, and the regulations issued
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pursuant thereto.
(15)  Sales, deliveries, or transfers of firearms by persons who reside out-
side this state and are licensed pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Sec-
tion 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and the regulations issued
pursuant thereto to dealers, if the sale, delivery, or transfer is in accor-
dance with Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United
States Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto.
(16)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of an unloaded firearm by one wholesaler
to another wholesaler if that firearm is intended as merchandise in the re-
ceiving wholesaler’s business.
(c)(1)  As used in this section, “infrequent”  means:
(A)  For pistols, revolvers, and other firearms capable of being concealed
upon the person, less than six transactions per calendar year. For this pur-
pose, “transaction”  means a single sale, lease, or transfer of any number of
pistols, revolvers, or other firearms capable of being concealed upon the
person.
(B)  For firearms other than pistols, revolvers, or other firearms capable of
being concealed upon the person, occasional and without regularity.
(2)  As used in this section, “operation of law”  includes, but is not limited
to, any of the following:
(A)  The executor or administrator of an estate, if the estate includes fire-
arms.
(B)  A secured creditor or an agent or employee thereof when the firearms are
possessed as collateral for, or as a result of, a default under a security
agreement under the Commercial Code.
(C)  A levying officer, as defined in Section 481.140, 511.060, or 680.260 of
the Code of Civil Procedure.
(D)  A receiver performing his or her functions as a receiver, if the receiv-
ership estate includes firearms.
(E)  A trustee in bankruptcy performing his or her duties, if the bankruptcy
estate includes firearms.
(F)  An assignee for the benefit of creditors performing his or her functions
as an assignee, if the assignment includes firearms.
(G)  A transmutation of property between spouses pursuant to Section 850 of
the Family Code.
(H) Firearms  received by the family of a police or deputy sheriff from a
local agency pursuant to Section 50081 of the Government Code.

12071. Licenses for sale of firearms; local licenses; gun shows; forfeiture;
fees; conditions of firearms delivery; evidence of identity and age; firearm
safety certificate.
(a)(1)  As used in this chapter, the term “licensee”,  “person licensed pursu-
ant to section 12071,”  or “dealer”  meets all of the following conditions:
(A)  Has a valid federal firearms license,
(B)  Has any regulatory or business license, or licenses, required by local
government,
(C)  Has a valid seller’s permit issued by the State Board of Equalization,
(D)  Has a certificate of eligibility issued by the Department of Justice pur-
suant to paragraph (4), and
(E)  Has a license issued in the format prescribed by paragraph (6).
(F)  Is among those recorded in the centralized list specified in subdivision
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(e).
(2)  The duly constituted licensing authority of a city, county, or a city and
county shall accept applications for, and may grant licenses permitting, lic-
ensees to sell firearms at retail within the city, county, or city and
county. The duly constituted licensing authority shall inform applicants who
are denied licenses of the reasons for the denial in writing.
(3)  No license shall be granted to any applicant who fails to provide a copy
of his or her valid federal firearms license, valid seller’s permit issued by
the State Board of Equalization, and the certificate of eligibility described
in paragraph (4).
(4)  A person may request a certificate of eligibility from the Department of
Justice and the Department of Justice shall issue a certificate to an appli-
cant when the department’s records indicate that the applicant is not a per-
son who is prohibited from possessing firearms.
(5)  The department shall adopt regulations to administer the certificate of
eligibility program and shall recover the full costs of administering the
program by imposing fees assessed to applicant who apply for those certifi-
cates.
(6)  A license granted by the duly constituted licensing authority of any
city, county, or city and county, shall be valid for not more than one year
from the date of issuance and shall be in one of the following forms:
(A)  In the form prescribed by the Attorney General.
(B)  A regulatory or business license which states on its face “Valid for Re-
tail Sales of Firearms”  and is endorsed by the signature of the issuing au-
thority.
(C)  A letter from the duly constituted licensing authority having primary
jurisdiction for the applicant’s intended business location stating that the
jurisdiction does not require any form of regulatory or business license or
does not otherwise restrict or regulate the sale of firearms.
(7) Local licensing authorities may assess fees to recover their full costs
of processing applications for licenses.
(b)  A license is subject to forfeiture for a breach of any of the following
prohibitions and requirements:
(1)(A)  Except as provided in subparagraphs (B) and (C), the business shall be
conducted only in the buildings designated in the license.
(B)  A person licensed pursuant to subdivision (a) may take possession of
firearms and commence preparation of registers for the sale, delivery, or
transfer of firearms at gun shows or events, as defined in Section 178.100 of
Title 27 of the Code of Federal Regulations, or its successor, if the gun
show or event is not conducted from any motorized or towed vehicle. A person
conducting business pursuant to this subparagraph shall be entitled to con-
duct business as authorized herein at any gun show or event in the state
without regard to the jurisdiction within this state that issued the license
pursuant to subdivision (a), provided the person complies with:
(i)  All applicable laws, including, but not limited to, the 15-day waiting
period specified in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (3), and
(ii)  All applicable local laws, regulations, and fees, if any.
A person conducting business pursuant to this subparagraph shall publicly
display his or her license issued pursuant to subdivision (a), or a facsimile
thereof, at any gun show or event, as specified in this subparagraph.
(C)  A person licensed pursuant to subdivision (a) may engage in the sale and
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transfer of firearms other than pistols, revolvers, or other firearms capable
of being concealed upon the person, at events specified in subdivision (g) of
Section 12078, subject to the prohibitions and restrictions contained in that
subdivision.
A person licensed pursuant to subdivision (a) also may accept delivery of
firearms other than pistols, revolvers, or other firearms capable of being
concealed upon the person, outside the building designated in the license,
provided  the firearm is being donated for the purpose of sale or transfer at
an auction or similar event specified in subdivision (g) of Section 12078.
(D)  The firearm may be delivered to the purchaser, transferee, or person be-
ing loaned the firearm at one of the following places:
(i)  The building designated in the license.
(ii)  The places specified in subparagraph (B) or (C).
(iii)  The place of residence of, the fixed place of business of, or on pri-
vate property owned or lawfully possessed by the purchaser, transferee, or
person being loaned the firearm.
(2)  The license or a copy thereof, certified by the issuing authority, shall
be displayed on the premises where it can easily be seen.
(3)  No firearm shall be delivered:
(A)  Prior to April 1, 1997, within 15 days of the application to purchase a
pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the per-
son, or, after notice by the department pursuant to subdivision (d) of Sec-
tion 12076, within 15 days of the submission to the department of any correc-
tion to the application, or within 15 days of the submission to the depart-
ment of any fee required pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 12076, which-
ever is later.
Prior to April 1, 1997, within 10 days of the application to purchase, or,
after notice by the department pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 12076,
within 10 days of the submission to the department of any correction to the
application, or within 10 days of the submission to the department of any fee
required pursuant to subdivision (e) of section 12076, whichever is later,
for the purchase of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being
concealed upon the person, or after notice by the department pursuant to sub-
division (c) of Section 12076, within 15 days of the submission to the de-
partment of corrected copies of the register, or within 15 days of the sub-
mission to the department of any fee required pursuant to subdivision (d) of
Section 12076, whichever is later.
On or after April 1, 1997, within 10 days of the application to the purchase,
or, after notice by the department pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section
12076, within 10 days of the submission to the department of any correction
to the application, or within 10 days of the submission to the department of
any fee required pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 12076, whichever is
later.
(B)  Unless unloaded and securely wrapped or unloaded and in a locked con-
tainer.
(C)  Unless the purchaser or transferee presents clear evidence of his or her
identity and age to the dealer.
(D)  Whenever the dealer is notified by the Department of Justice that the
person is in a prohibited class described in Section 12021 or 12021.1 of this
code or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
(4)  No pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the
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person or imitation thereof, or placard advertising the sale or other trans-
fer thereof, shall be displayed in any part of the premises where it can
readily be seen from the outside.
(5)  The licensee shall agree to process and shall act properly and promptly
in processing firearms transactions pursuant to Section 12082.
(6)  The licensee shall comply with Sections 12073 and 12077 and subdivisions
(a) and (b) of Section 12072.
(7)  The licensee shall post conspicuously within the licensed premises the
following warning in block letters not less than one inch in height:

(A) “IF YOU LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WHERE A CHILD OBTAINS AND IMPROPERLY USES
IT, YOU MAY BE FINED OR SENT TO PRISON.” * * * *

(8)  Commencing April 1, 1994, no pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable
of being concealed upon the person shall be delivered unless the purchaser or
transferee presents to the dealer a basic firearm safety certificate.
(9)  Commencing July 1, 1992, the licensee shall offer to provide the pur-
chaser or transferee of a firearm with a copy of the pamphlet described in
Section 12080 and may add the cost of the pamphlet, if any, to the sales
price of the firearm.
(10)  The licensee shall not commit an act of collusion as defined in Section
12072. * * * *
(18)(c)(1)  As used in this article, “clear evidence of his or her identity
and age  means either of the following:
(A)  A valid California driver’s license.
(B)  A valid California identification care issued by the Department of Motor
Vehicle.
(2)  As used in this article, “a basic firearm safety certificate”  means a
basic firearm certificate issued to the purchaser or transferee by the De-
partment of Justice pursuant to Article 8 (commencing with Section 12800) of
Chapter 6.
(3) As used in this section, a “secure facility”  means a building that meets
all of the following specifications:
(A) All perimeter doorways  shall meet one of the following:
(i)  A windowless steel security door equipped with both a dead bolt and door-
knob lock.
(ii)  A windowed metal door that is equipped with both a dead bolt and door-
knob lock. If the window has an opening of five or more measured in any di-
rection, the window shall be covered with steel bars of at least one-half
inch diameter or metal grating of at least nine gauge affixed to the exterior
or interior of the door.
(iii)  A metal grate that is padlocked and affixed to the licensee’s premises
independent of the door and door frame.
(B)  All windows are covered with steel bars.
(C)  Heating, ventilating, air-conditioning, and service openings are secured
with steel bars, metal grating, or alarm system.
(D)  Any metal grates have spaces no larger than six inches wide measured in
any direction.
(E)  Any metal screens have spaces no larger than three inches wide measured
in any direction.
(F)  All steel bars shall be no further than six inches apart.
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(4)  As used in this section, “licensed premises,” “licensed place of busi-
ness,” “licensee’s  place of business,” or  “licensee’s business premises”
means the building designated in the license.
(5) For purposes of paragraph (17) of subdivision (b):
(A) A “firearms transaction record”  is a record containing the same informa-
tion referred to in Section 178.124a and Subdivision (e) of Section 178.125
of Title 27 Code of Federal Regulations.
(B) A licensee shall be in compliance with the provisions of paragraph (17)
of subdivision (b) if he or she maintains and makes available for inspection
during business hours to any peace officer, authorized local law enforcement
employee, or Department of justice employee designated by the Attorney Gen-
eral, upon the presentation of proper identification, the bound book contain-
ing the same information referred to in Section 178.124a and subdivision (e)
of Section 178.125 of Title 27 Code of Federal Regulations.
(d)  Upon written request from a licensee, the licensing authority may grant
an exemption from compliance with the requirements of paragraph (14) of sub-
division (b) if the license is  unable to comply with  those requirements
because of local ordinances, covenants, lease conditions, or similar circum-
stances not under the control of the license. * * * *

12071.1. Gun shows; certificate of eligibility; violations; punishment; list
of show participants. (a)  No person shall produce, promote, sponsor, operate,
or otherwise organize a gun show or event, as specified in subparagraph (B)
of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 12071, unless that person pos-
sesses a valid certificate of eligibility from the Department of Justice. A
certificate of eligibility shall be issued by the department to an applicant
unless the department’s records indicate that the applicant is a person pro-
hibited from possessing firearms. * * * *
(c)  A knowing violation of this section shall be a misdemeanor and make the
person ineligible for a certificate of eligibility for one year from the date
of the violation or conviction, whichever is later.
(d)  No later than 24 hours prior to the commencement of a gun show or event,
the producer or promoter thereof shall, upon request, make available within
72 hours, or a later specified time, to the local law enforcement agency a
complete and accurate list of all persons, entities, and organizations that
have leased or rented, or are known to the producer to intend to lease or
rent, any table, display space, or area at the gun show or event for the pur-
pose of selling, leasing, or transferring firearms.
The producer shall thereafter, upon request, for every day the gun show or
event operates, make available within 24 hours, or a later specified time, to
the local law enforcement agency, an accurate, complete, and current list of
the persons, entities, and organizations that have leased or rented, or are
known to the producer to intend to lease or rent, any table, display space,
or area at the gun show or event for the purpose of selling, leasing, or
transferring firearms.
This subdivision applies to persons, entities, and organizations whether or
not they participate in the entire gun show or event, or only a portion
thereof.
(e)  It is the intent of the Legislature that the certificate of eligibility
program established pursuant to this section be incorporated into the cer-
tificate of eligibility program established pursuant to Section 12071 to the
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maximum extent practicable.

12072. Prohibited sales, deliveries or transfers of firearms; punishment;
transfers between unlicensed persons; collusion.
(a)(1)  No person, corporation, or firm who shall knowingly supply, sell, or
give possession or control of any firearm to any person within any of the
classes prohibited by Section 12021 or 12021.1.
(2)  No person, corporation, or dealer shall sell, deliver, or otherwise
transfer any firearm to any person whom he or she has cause to believe to be
within any of the classes prohibited by Section 12021 or 12021.1 of this code
or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
(3)(A)  No person, corporation, or firm shall sell, loan, or transfer a fire-
arm to a minor.
(B)  Subparagraph (A) does not apply to or affect those circumstances set
forth in subdivision (p) of Section 12078.
(4) No person, corporation, or dealer shall sell, loan, or transfer  a fire-
arm to any person whom he or she knows or has cause to believe is not the
actual purchaser or transferee of the firearm, or to any person who is not
the person actually being loaned the firearm, if the person, corporation, or
dealer has either of the following:
(A) Knowledge that the firearm is to be subsequently loaned, sold, or trans-
ferred to avoid the provisions of subdivision (c)or (d).
(B)  Knowledge that the firearm is to be subsequently loaned, sold, or trans-
ferred to avoid the requirements of any exemption to the provisions of subdi-
vision (c) or (d).
(5)  No person, corporation, or dealer shall acquire a firearm for the purpose
of selling, transferring, or loaning the firearm , if the person, corpora-
tion, or dealer has either of the following:
(A) In the case of a dealer, intent to violate subdivision (b) or (c).
(B)  In any other case, intent to avoid either of the following:
(I)  The provisions of subdivision (d).
(ii)  The requirements of any exemption to the provisions of subdivision (d).
(6) The dealer shall comply  with the provisions of paragraph (18) of subdi-
vision (b) of Section 12071.
(b)  No person licensed under Section 12071 shall sell, deliver, or transfer
any pistol, revolver or firearm capable of being concealed upon the person to
any person under the age of 21 years or any other firearm to a person under
the age of 18 years.
(c)  No dealer, whether or not acting pursuant to Section 12082, shall deliver
a firearm to a purchaser or transferee, as follows:
(1)  Prior to April 1, 1997, within 15 days of the application for the pur-
chase, or, after notice by the department pursuant to subdivision (d) of Sec-
tion 12076, within 15 days of the submission to the department of any correc-
tion to the application, or within 15 days of the submission to the depart-
ment of any fee required pursuant to subdivision (e) of Section 12076, which-
ever is later.  Prior to April 1, 1997, within 10 days of the application for
the purchase of any firearm that is not a pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person, or, after notice by the depart-
ment pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 12076, within 10 days of the sub-
mission to the department of any correction to the application, or within 10
days of the submission to the department of any fee required pursuant to sub-
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division (e) of Section 12076, whichever is later.  On or after April 1,
1997, within 10 days of the application for the purchase, or, after notice by
the department pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 12076, within 10 days
of the submission to the department of any correction to the application, or
within 10 days of the submission to the department of any fee required pursu-
ant to subdivision (d)  of Section 12076, whichever is later.
(2) Unless unloaded and securely wrapped or unloaded and in a locked con-
tainer.
(3) Unless the purchaser or transferee presents clear evidence of his or her
identity and age, as defined in Section 12071, to the dealer.
(4)  Whenever the dealer is notified by the Department of Justice that the
person is in a prohibited class described in Section 12021 or 12021.1 of this
code or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
(5)  Commencing April 1, 1994, no pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable
of being concealed upon the person shall be delivered unless the purchaser or
transferee presents to the dealer a basic firearm safety certificate.
(d)  Where neither party to the transaction holds a dealer’s license issued
pursuant to Section 12071, in order for a person to sell or otherwise trans-
fer a firearm, the parties to the transaction shall complete the transaction
through either of the following:
(1)  A licensed dealer pursuant to Section 12082.
(2)  A law enforcement agency pursuant to Section 12084. * * * * 
(f)  No person who is licensed pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Section
921) of  Title 18 of the United States Code shall deliver, sell, or transfer
a firearm to a person who is licensed pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with
Section 921) of Title 18 United States Code and whose licensed premises are
located in this state unless one of the following conditions is met:
(1)  The person presents proof of licensure pursuant to Section 12071 to that
person.
(2)  The person presents proof that he or she is exempt from  licensure under
Section 12071 to that person, in which case the person also shall present
proof that the transaction is also exempt from the provisions of subdivision
(d).

12073. Register of sales; contents. (a) As required by the Department of Jus-
tice, every dealer shall keep a register or record of electronic or tele-
phonic transfer in which shall be entered the information prescribed in Sec-
tion 12077. [See “ Ordering Dealer’s Record of Sale Registers,”  following
California State law.]
(b)  This section shall not apply to any of the following transactions:
(1)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of an unloaded firearm that is not a pis-
tol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person by
a dealer to another dealer upon proof that the person receiving the firearm
is licensed pursuant to Section 12071.
(2)  The delivery sale, or transfer of an unloaded firearm by a dealer to an-
other dealer if that firearm is intended as merchandise in the receiving
dealer’s business upon proof that the person receiving the firearm is li-
censed pursuant to Section 12071.
(3)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of an unloaded firearm by a dealer to a
person licensed as an importer or manufacturer pursuant to Chapter 44 (com-
mencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and any regu-
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lations issued pursuant thereto.
(4)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of an unloaded firearm by a dealer who
sells, transfers, or delivers the firearm to a person who resides outside
this state who is licensed pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Section
921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and any regulations issued pursu-
ant thereto.
(5)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of an unloaded firearm by a dealer to a
wholesaler if that firearm is being returned to the wholesaler and is in-
tended as merchandise in the wholesaler’s business.
(6)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of an unloaded firearm that is not a pis-
tol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person by
a dealer to himself or herself.
(7)  The loan of an unloaded firearm by a dealer who also operates a target
facility which holds a business or regulatory license on the premises of the
building designated in the license or whose building designated in the li-
cense is on the premises of any club or organization organized for the pur-
pose of practicing shooting  at targets upon established ranges, whether pub-
lic or private, to a person at that target facility or club or organization,
if the firearm is kept at all times within the premises of the target range
or on the premises of the club or organization.
(8)  The delivery of an unloaded firearm by a dealer to a gunsmith for service
or repair.
(c) A violation of this section is a misdemeanor.

12074. Preparation and furnishing of register; Standards for electronic and
telephonic equipment.
(a) The register shall be prepared by and obtained from the State Printer and
shall be furnished by the State Printer only to dealers on application at a
cost to be determined by the Department of General Services for each 100
leaves in quadruplicate, one original and three duplicates for the making of
carbon copies.  The original and duplicate copies shall differ in color, and
shall be in the form provided by this article.
(b) Where the electronic or telephonic transfer or applicant information is
used, the Department of Justice shall develop the standards for all appropri-
ate electronic and telephonic equipment and telephone numbers to effect the
transfer of information to the department.

12076. Register of sales; mailing of copies to law enforcement agencies; pos-
session by unauthorized persons; false, illegible or incomplete information;
fees.
(a)  The purchaser or transferee of any firearm shall be required to present
clear evidence of his or her identity and age, as defined in Section 12071,
to the dealer, and the dealer shall require him or her to sign his or her
current legal name and affix his or her residence address and date of birth
to the register in quadruplicate. The salesperson shall affix his or her sig-
nature to the register in quadruplicate as a witness to the signature and
identification of the purchaser or transferee. Any person furnishing a ficti-
tious name or address or knowingly furnishing any incorrect information or
knowingly omitting any information required to be provided for the register
and any person violating any provision of this section is guilty of a misde-
meanor.
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(b)  Two copies of the original sheet of the register, on the date of sale or
transfer, shall be placed in the mail, postage prepaid, and properly ad-
dressed to the Department of Justice in Sacramento. The third copy of the
original shall be mailed, postage prepaid, to the chief of police, or other
head of the police department, of the city or county wherein the sale or
transfer is made. Where the sale or transfer is made in a district where
there is no municipal police department, the third copy of the original sheet
shall be mailed to the sheriff of the county wherein the sale or transfer is
made.
The third copy for firearms, other than pistols, revolvers, or other firearms
capable of being concealed upon the person shall be destroyed within five
days of receipt and no information shall be compiled therefrom.
(c)  The department shall examine its records, as well as those records that
it is authorized to request from the State Department of Mental Health pursu-
ant to Section 8104 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, in order to deter-
mine if the purchaser or transferee is a person described in Section 12021 or
12021.1 of this code or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code.
If the department determines that the purchaser or transferee is a person
described in Section 12021 or 12021.1 of this code or Section 8100 or 8103 of
the Welfare and Institutions Code, it shall immediately notify the dealer and
the chief of the police department of the city or county in which the sale or
transfer was made, or if the sale or transfer was made in a district in which
there is no municipal police department, the sheriff of the county in which
the sale or transfer was made, of that fact.
If the department determines that the copies of the register submitted to it
pursuant to subdivision (b) contain any blank spaces or inaccurate, illeg-
ible, or incomplete information, preventing identification of the purchaser
or transferee or the pistol, revolver, or other firearm to be purchased or
transferred, or if any fee required pursuant to subdivision (d) is not sub-
mitted by the dealer in conjunction with submission of copies of the regis-
ter, the department may notify the dealer of that fact. Upon notification by
the department, the dealer shall submit corrected copies of the register to
the department, or shall submit any fee required pursuant to subdivision (d),
or both, as appropriate and, if notification by the department is received by
the dealer at any time prior to delivery of the firearm to be purchased or
transferred, the dealer shall withhold delivery until the conclusion of the
waiting period described in Sections 12071 and 12072. * * * *  

12077. Register of sales; form; retention of original dealer’s record as per-
manent register.
(a)  The Department of Justice shall prescribe the form of the register de-
scribed in Section 12074.
(b)  For pistols, revolvers, and other firearms capable of being concealed
upon the person, information contained in the register shall be the date and
time of sale, make of firearm, peace officer exemption status pursuant to
subdivision (a) of Section 12078 and the agency name, dealer waiting period
exemption pursuant to subdivision (n) of Section 12078, manufacturer’s name
if stamped on the firearm, model name or number, if stamped on the firearm,
if applicable, serial number, other number (if more than one serial number is
stamped on the firearm), caliber, type of firearm, if the firearm is new or
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used, barrel length, color of the firearm, full name of purchaser,
purchaser’s complete date of birth, purchaser’s local address, if current
address is temporary, complete permanent address of purchaser, identification
of purchaser, purchaser’s place of birth (state or country), purchaser’s com-
plete telephone number, purchaser’s occupation, purchaser’s sex, purchaser’s
physical description, all legal names and aliases ever used by the purchaser,
yes or no answer to questions that prohibit purchase including, but not lim-
ited to, conviction of a felony as described in Section 12021 or an offense
described in Section 12021.1, the purchaser’s status as a person described in
Section 8100 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, whether the purchaser is a
person who has been adjudicated by a court to be a danger to others or found
not guilty by reason of insanity, whether the purchaser is a person who has
been found incompetent to stand trial or placed under conservatorship by a
court pursuant to Section 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, signa-
ture of purchaser, signature of salesperson (as a witness to the purchaser’s
signature), name and complete address of the dealer or firm selling the fire-
arm as shown on the dealer’s license, the establishment number, if assigned,
the dealer’s complete business telephone number, and any information required
by Section 12082 and, a statement that any person signing a fictitious name
or address or knowingly furnishing any incorrect information or knowingly
omitting any information required to be provided  for the register is guilty
of a misdemeanor.
(c)  For firearms other than pistols, revolvers, or other firearms capable of
being concealed upon the person, information contained in the register shall
be the date and time of sale, peace officer exemption status pursuant to sub-
division (a) of Section 12078 and the agency name, auction or event waiting
period exemption pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section 12078, full name of
purchaser, purchaser’s complete date of birth, purchaser’s local address, if
current address is temporary, complete permanent address of purchaser, iden-
tification of purchaser, purchaser’s place of birth (state or country),
purchaser’s complete telephone number, purchaser’s occupation, purchaser’s
sex, purchaser’s physical description, all legal names and aliases ever used
by the purchaser, yes or no answer to questions that prohibit purchase, in-
cluding, but not limited to, conviction of a felony as described in Section
1202.1 or an offense described in Section 12021.1, the purchaser’s status as
a person described in Section 8100 of the Welfare and Institutions Code,
whether the purchaser is a person who has been adjudicated by a court to be a
danger to others or found not guilty by reason of insanity, whether the pur-
chaser is a person who has been found incompetent to stand trial or placed
under conservatorship by a court pursuant to Section 8103 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, signature of purchaser, signature of salesperson (as a
witness to the purchaser’s signature), name and complete address of the
dealer or firm selling the firearm as shown on the dealer’s license, the es-
tablishment number, if assigned, the dealer’s complete business telephone
number, any information required by Section 12082 and, a statement that any
person signing a fictitious name or address or knowingly furnishing any in-
correct information or knowingly omitting any information required to be pro-
vided for the register is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(d) Where the register is used, the following shall apply:
(1)  Dealers shall use ink to complete each document.
(2)  The dealer or salesperson making a sale shall ensure that all information
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is provided legibly. The dealer and salespersons shall be informed that in-
complete or illegible information will delay sales.
(3)  Each original shall contain instructions regarding the procedure for
completion of the form and routing of the form. Dealers shall comply with
these instructions which shall include the information set forth in this sub-
division.
(4)  One firearm transaction shall be reported on each record of sale docu-
ment. For purposes of this subdivision a “transaction” means a single sale or
transfer of any number of firearms that are not pistols, revolvers, or other
firearms capable of being concealed upon the person.
(e)  As used in this section, the following definitions shall control:
(1) “Purchaser”  means the purchaser or transferee of a firearm.
(2) “Purchase”  means the purchase or transfer of a firearm.

12078. Exempted deliveries, sales or transfers.
(a)(1)  The preceding provisions of this article, except subdivision (e) of
Section 12076, do not apply to deliveries, sales, or transfers of firearms
made to any person properly identified as a full-time paid peace officers as
defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2,
provided that  the peace officer is authorized by his or her employer to carry
firearms while in the performance of their duties, nor to deliveries, sales,
or transfers of firearms made to authorized representatives of cities, cities
and counties, counties, state or federal governments for use by those govern-
mental agencies. Proper identification is defined as verifiable written cer-
tification from the head of the agency by which the purchaser or transferee
is employed, identifying the purchaser or transferee as a peace officer who
is authorized to carry firearms while in the performance of his or her du-
ties, and authorizing the purchase or transfer. The certification shall be
delivered to the seller or transferor at the time of purchase or transfer and
the purchaser or transferee shall identify himself or herself as the person
authorized in the certification. On the day the delivery, sale, or transfer
is made, where a peace officer is receiving the firearm, and either a dealer
is not the seller or transferor, or is not otherwise the person responsible
for the delivery of the firearm, or the sale or transfer is not conducted
through a law enforcement agency pursuant to Section 12084, the peace officer
shall forward by prepaid mail to the Department of Justice a report of the
same and the type of information concerning the seller or transferor, the
buyer or transferee, and the firearm as is indicated in Section 12077, to-
gether with the original certification. On the day the delivery, sale, or
transfer is made, where a dealer is the transferor, seller, or otherwise re-
sponsible for delivery of the firearm, the dealer shall forward by prepaid
mail to the Department of Justice a report of the same and the type of infor-
mation concerning the buyer or transferee and the firearm as is indicated in
Section 12077, together with the original certification. On the day the de-
livery, sale, or transfer is made, where the transfer is conducted pursuant
to Section 12084, the law enforcement agency shall forward by prepaid mail to
the Department of Justice a report of the same and the type of information
concerning the buyer or transferee and the firearm as is indicated in Section
12084, together with the original certification. The reports that peace of-
ficers shall complete shall be provided to them by the department. No report
need be submitted to the Department of Justice where a peace officer receiv-
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ing the firearm received it from his or her employer in accordance with the
applicable rules, regulations, or procedures of the employer. * * * * 
(b)  Section 12071 and subdivisions (c) and (d) of Section 12072 shall not
apply to deliveries, sales, or transfers of firearms between or to importers
and manufacturers of firearms licensed to engage in that business pursuant to
Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States
Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto.
(c)(1)  Subdivision (d) of Section 12072 shall not apply to the infrequent
transfer of firearms by gift, bequest, intestate succession, or other means
by one individual to another if both individuals are members of the same im-
mediate family.
(2)  As used in this subdivision, immediate family member means any one of the
following relationships:
(A)  Parent and child.
(B)  Grandparent and grandchild.
(d)  Subdivision (d) of Section 12072 shall not apply to the infrequent loan
of firearms between persons who are personally known to each other for any
lawful purpose, if the loan does not exceed 30 days in duration.
(e)  Section 12071 and subdivisions (c) and (d) of Section 12072 shall not
apply to the delivery of a firearm to a gunsmith for service or repair.
(f)  Subdivision (d) of Section 12072 shall not apply to the delivery, sale,
or transfer of firearms by persons who reside in this state to persons who
reside outside this state who are licensed pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing
with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and the regulations
issued pursuant thereto, if the delivery, sale, or transfer is in accordance
with Chapter 44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United
States Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto.
(g)(1)  Subdivision (d) of Section 12072 shall not apply to the infrequent
sale or transfer of a firearm, other than a pistol, revolver, or other fire-
arm capable of being concealed upon the person, at auctions or similar events
conducted by nonprofit mutual or public benefit corporations organized pursu-
ant to the Corporations Code.
As used in this paragraph, the term “infrequent”  shall not be construed to
prohibit different local chapters of the same nonprofit corporation from con-
ducting auctions or similar events, provided  the individual local chapter
conducts the auctions or similar events infrequently. It is the intent of the
Legislature that different local chapters, representing different localities,
be entitled to invoke the exemption created by this paragraph, notwithstand-
ing the frequency with which other chapters of the same nonprofit corporation
may conduct auctions of similar events.
(2)  Subdivision (d) of Section 12072 does not apply to the transfer of a
firearm other than a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being con-
cealed upon the person, if the firearm is donated for an auction or similar
event described in paragraph (1) and the firearm is delivered to the non-
profit corporation immediately preceding, or contemporaneous with, the auc-
tion or similar event.
(3)  The waiting period described in Sections 12071 and 12072 shall not apply
to a dealer who delivers a firearm other than a pistol, revolver, or other
firearm capable of being concealed upon the person, at an auction or similar
event described in paragraph (1), as authorized by subparagraph (C) of para-
graph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 12071. Within 48 hours of the deliv-
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ery, sale, or transfer, the dealer shall forward by prepaid mail to the De-
partment of Justice a report of the same as is indicated in paragraph (3) of
subdivision (a) of Section 12077.
(h)  Subdivision (d) of Section 12072 shall not apply to the loan of a firearm
for the purposes of shooting at targets if the loan occurs on the premises of
a target facility which holds a business or regulatory license or on the pre-
mises of any club or organization organized for the purposes of practicing
shooting at targets upon established ranges, whether public or private, if
the firearm is at all times kept within the premises of the target range or
on the premises of the club or organization. * * * * 

12081. Basic firearms safety certificate requirements; exempted transactions.
A basic firearms safety certificate shall not be required for any of the fol-
lowing transactions:
(a)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person to a dealer licensed pursuant to
Section 12071.
(b)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person between or to importers and manu-
facturers of firearms licensed to engage in that business pursuant to Chapter
44 (commencing with Section 921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and
the regulations issued pursuant thereto.
(c)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person to an active member of the United
States Armed Forces, the National Guard, the Air National Guard, and the ac-
tive reserve components of the United States, who is properly identified. For
purposes of this subdivision, proper identification includes the Armed Forces
Identification Card, or other written documents certifying that the person is
an active member of the United States Armed Forces, the National Guard, the
Air National Guard, or the active reserve components of the United States.
(d)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person to any person honorably discharged
from the United States Armed Forces, the National Guard, the Air National
Guard, or active reserve components of the United States who is properly
identified. For purposes of this subdivision, proper identification includes
a Retired Armed Forces Identification Card, or other written document certi-
fying the person as being honorably discharged.
(e)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person to any of the following persons
who are properly identified:
(1)  Any California or federal peace officer who is authorized to carry a
firearm while on duty.
(2)  Any honorably retired peace officer, as defined in Section 830.1, 830.2,
or subdivision (c) of Section 830.5.
(3)  Any honorably retired federal officers or agents who were authorized to,
and did, carry firearms in the course and scope of their duties and are au-
thorized to carry firearms pursuant to subdivision (i) of Section 12027.
(4)  Any persons who have permits to carry pistols, revolvers or other fire-
arms capable of being concealed upon the person issued pursuant to Article 3
(commencing with Section 12050) of Chapter 1.
(5)  Any persons who have a certificate of competency or a certificate of
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completion in hunter safety as provided in Article 2.5 (commencing with Sec-
tion 3049) of Chapter I of Part I of Division 4 of the Fish and Game Code,
which bears a hunter safety instruction validation stamp affixed thereto.
(6)  Any person who holds a valid hunting license issued by the State of Cali-
fornia.
(7)  Any person who is authorized to carry loaded firearms pursuant to subdi-
vision (c) or (d) of Section 12031.
(8)  Any person who has been issued a certificate pursuant to Section 12033.
(9)  Any basic firearms safety instructor certified by the department pursuant
to Section 12805.
(10)  Persons who are properly identified as authorized participants in shoot-
ing matches approved by the Director of Civilian Marksmanship pursuant to the
applicable provisions of Title 10 of the United States Code.
(11)  Persons who have successfully completed the course of training specified
in Section 832.
(12)  Any person who receives an inoperable pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person pursuant to Section 50081 of the
Government Code.
(f)  The delivery, sale, or transfer of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person which is a curio or relic, as de-
fined in Section 178.11 of Title 27 of the Code of Federal Regulations, to a
person who is licensed as a collector pursuant to Chapter 44 of Title 18
United States Code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto who has a cur-
rent certificate of eligibility issued to him or her pursuant to Section
12071.

12082. Sale or transfer through dealers; requirements and regulations; regis-
ter; fees; violations.
A person shall complete any sale or transfer of a firearm through a person
licensed pursuant to Section 12071 in accordance with this section in order
to comply with subdivision (d) of Section 12072. The Attorney General shall
adopt regulations under this section to allow the seller or transferor and
the purchaser or transferee or the person being loaned the firearm to com-
plete a sale or loan or other transfer through a dealer, and to allow those
persons and the dealer to comply with the requirements of this section and of
Sections 12071, 12072, 12076, and 12077 and to preserve the confidentiality
of records. The register or record of electronic or telephonic transfer shall
state the name and address of the seller or transferor of the firearm or the
person loaning the firearm in addition to any other information required by
Section 12077. The seller or transferor or the person loaning the firearm
shall deliver the firearm to the dealer who shall retain possession of that
firearm. The dealer shall then deliver the firearm to the purchaser or trans-
feree or the person being loaned the firearm, if it is not prohibited, in
accordance with the provisions of subdivision (c) of Section 12072. If the
dealer cannot legally transfer the firearm to the purchaser or transferee or
the person being loaned the firearm, the dealer shall forthwith, without
waiting for the conclusion of the waiting period described in Sections 12071
and 12072, return the firearm to the transferor or seller or the person loan-
ing the firearm. The dealer shall not return the firearm to the seller or
transferor or the person loaning the firearm when to do so would constitute a
violation of subdivision (a) of Section 12072. If the dealer cannot legally
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return the firearm to the transferor or seller or the person being loaned the
firearm, then the dealer shall forthwith deliver the firearm to the sheriff
of the county or the chief of police or other head of a municipal police de-
partment of any city or city and county who shall then dispose of the firearm
in the manner provided by Sections 12028 and 12032. The purchaser or trans-
feree or the person being loaned the firearm may be required by the dealer to
pay a fee not to exceed ten dollars ($10) per firearm, plus the applicable
fee which the Department of Justice may charge pursuant to Section 12076.
Nothing in these provisions shall prevent a dealer from charging a smaller
fee. The fee that the department may charge is the fee that would be appli-
cable pursuant to Section 12076, if the dealer was selling, transferring, or
delivering a firearm to a purchaser or transferee or the person being loaned
a firearm without any other parties being involved in the transaction. A vio-
lation of this section by a dealer is a misdemeanor.

12084. Sale or transfer through agency; LEFT forms; format; requirements;
delivery of firearms; prohibitions; violation.
(a)  As used in this section, the following definitions shall control:
(1) “Agency”  means a sheriff’s department in a county of less than 200,000
persons, according to the most recent federal decennial census which elects
to process purchases, sales, or transfers of firearms.
(2) “Seller”  means the seller or transferor of a firearm.
(3) “Purchaser”  means the purchaser or transferee of a firearm.
(4) “Purchase”  means the purchase, sale, or transfer of a firearm.
(5) “Department”  means the Department of Justice.
(6) “LEFT”  means the Law Enforcement Firearms Transfer Form  consisting of the
transfer form utilized to purchase a firearm in accordance with this section.
(b)  As an alternative to completing the sale or transfer of a firearm through
a licensed dealer pursuant to Section 12082 in order to comply with the pro-
visions of subdivision (d) of Section 12072, the parties to the purchase of a
firearm may complete the transaction through an agency in accordance with
this section in order to comply with the provisions of subdivision (d) of
Section 12072.
(c)(1)  LEFTs shall be prepared by the State Printer and shall be furnished to
agencies on application at a cost to be determined by the Department of Gen-
eral Services for each 100 leaves in quintuplicate, one original and four
duplicates for the making of carbon copies. The original and duplicate copies
shall differ in color, and shall be in the form provided by this section. The
State Printer, upon issuing the LEFT, shall forward to the department the
name and address of the agency together with the series and sheet numbers on
the LEFT. The LEFT shall not be transferable.
(2)  The department shall prescribe the form of the LEFT. It shall be in the
same exact format set forth in Section 12077, with the same distinct formats
for firearms that are pistols, revolvers, and other firearms capable of being
concealed upon the person and for firearms that are not pistols, revolvers,
and other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person, except that
instead of the listing of information concerning a dealer, the LEFT shall
contain the name, telephone number, and address of the law enforcement
agency.
(3)  The original of each LEFT shall be retained in consecutive order. Each
book of 50 originals shall become the permanent record of transactions that
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shall be retained not less than three years from the date of the last trans-
action and shall be provided for the inspection of any peace officer, depart-
ment employee designated by the Attorney General, or agents of the federal
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms upon the presentation of proper iden-
tification.
(4)  Ink shall be used to complete each LEFT. The agency shall ensure that all
information is provided legibly. The purchaser and seller shall be informed
that incomplete or illegible information delays purchases.
(5)  Each original LEFT shall contain instructions regarding the procedure for
completion of the form and the routing of the form. The agency shall comply
with these instructions which shall include the information set forth in this
subdivision.
(6)  One firearm transaction shall be reported on each LEFT. For purposes of
this paragraph, a “transaction” means a single sale or transfer of any number
of firearms that are not pistols, revolvers, or other firearms capable of
being concealed upon the person between the same two persons.
(d)  The following procedures shall be followed in processing the purchase:
(1)  Without waiting for the conclusion of any waiting period to elapse, the
seller shall immediately deliver the firearm to the agency solely to complete
the LEFT. Upon completion of the LEFT, the firearm shall be immediately re-
turned by the agency to the seller without waiting for the waiting period to
elapse.
(2)  The purchaser shall be required to present clear evidence of his or her
identity and age, as defined in Section 12071, to the agency. The agency
shall require the purchaser to complete the original and one copy of the
LEFT. An employee of the agency shall then affix his or her signature as a
witness to the signature and identification of the purchaser.
(3)  Two copies of the LEFT shall, on that date of purchase, be placed in the
mail, postage prepaid to the department at Sacramento. The third copy shall
be provided to the purchaser and the fourth copy to the seller.
(4)  The department shall examine its records, as well as those records that
it is authorized to request from the State Department of Mental Health pursu-
ant to Section 8104 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, in order to deter-
mine if the purchaser is a person described in Section 12021 or 12021.1 of
this code or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
(5)  If the department determines that the copies of the LEFT submitted to it
pursuant to paragraph (3) contain any blank spaces or inaccurate, illegible,
or incomplete information, preventing identification of the purchaser or the
firearm to be purchased, or if any fee required pursuant to paragraph (6) is
not submitted by the agency in conjunction with submission of the copies of
the LEFT, or if the department determines that the person is a person de-
scribed in Section 12021 or 12021.1 of this code or Section 8100 or 8103 of
the Welfare and Institutions Code, it shall immediately notify the agency of
that fact. Upon notification by the department, the purchaser shall submit
any fee required pursuant to paragraph (6), as appropriate, and if notifica-
tion by the department is received by the agency at any time prior to deliv-
ery of the firearm, the delivery of the firearm shall be withheld until the
conclusion of the waiting period described in paragraph (7).
(6)  The department and the agency may both charge a fee not to exceed the
actual cost of processing the purchaser sufficient to reimburse both of the
following:
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(A)  The agency for processing the transfer.
(B)  The department for providing the information. The department shall charge
the same fee as it would charge a dealer pursuant to Section 12082.
(7)  The firearm shall not be delivered to the purchaser as follows:
(A)  Prior to January 1, 1996, within 15 days of application for the purchase
or, after notice by the department pursuant to paragraph (5), within 15 days
of the submission to the department of any fees required pursuant to this
subdivision, or within 15 days of a corrected LEFT, whichever is later. On or
after January 1, 1996, within 15 days of the application for the purchase of
a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the per-
son, or after notice by the department pursuant to paragraph (5), within 15
days of the submission to the department of any fees required pursuant to
this subdivision, or within 15 days of the submission to the department of
corrected copies of the LEFT, whichever is later. On or after January 1,
1996, within 10 days of the application for purchase of a firearm other than
a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the per-
son, or after notice by the department pursuant to paragraph (5), or within
10 days of submission to the department of any fees required pursuant to this
subdivision, or within 10 days of the submission to the department of cor-
rected copies of the LEFT, whichever is later.
(B)  Unless unloaded.
(C)  In the case of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being con-
cealed upon the person, unless securely wrapped or in a locked container.
(D)  Unless the purchaser presents clear evidence of his or her identity and
age to the agency.
(E) Whenever the agency is notified by the department that the person is in a
prohibited class described in Section 12021 or 12021.1 or Section 8100 or
8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
(F)  Unless done at the agency’s premises.
(G)  In the case of a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being con-
cealed upon the person, commencing April 1, 1994, unless the purchaser pre-
sents to the seller a basic firearm safety certificate.
(e)  The action of a law enforcement agency acting pursuant to Section 12084
shall be deemed to be a discretionary act within the meaning of the Califor-
nia Tort Claims Act pursuant to Division 3.6 (commencing with Section 810) of
Title 1 of the Government Code.
(f)  Whenever the Department of Justice acts pursuant to this section as it
pertains to firearms other than pistols, revolvers, or other firearms capable
of being concealed upon the person, its acts or omissions shall be deemed to
be discretionary within the meaning of the California Tort Claims Act pursu-
ant to Division 3.6 (commencing with Section 810) of Title 1 of the Govern-
ment Code.
(g)  Any person furnishing a fictitious name or address or knowingly furnish-
ing any incorrect information or knowingly omitting any information required
to be provided for the LEFT is guilty of a misdemeanor. * * * * 
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Article 5. Obliteration of
Identification Marks

12090. Tampering with marks on certain firearms; Permission .  Any person who
changes, alters, removes or obliterates the name of the maker, model,
manufacturer’s number or other mark of identification, including any distin-
guishing number or mark assigned by the Department of Justice on any pistol,
revolver, or any other firearm, without first having secured written permis-
sion from the department to make such a change, alteration or removal shall
be punished by imprisonment in the state prison.

12091.  Possession of any pistol or revolver upon which the name of the
maker, model, manufacturer’s number or other mark of identification has been
changed, altered, removed, or obliterated, shall be presumptive evidence that
the possessor has changed, altered, removed, or obliterated the same.

12092.  The Department of Justice upon request may assign a distinguishing
number or mark of identification to any firearm whenever it is without a
manufacturer’s number, or other mark of identification or whenever the
manufacturer’s number or other mark of identification or the distinguishing
number or mark assigned by the department has been destroyed or obliterated.

12093.  Any person may place or stamp on any pistol, revolver, or other fire-
arm any number or identifying indicium, provided  the number or identifying
indicium does not change, alter, remove, or obliterate the manufacturer’s
name, number, model, or other mark of identification. This section does not
prohibit restoration by the owner of the name of the maker, model, or the
original manufacturer’s number or other mark of identification when such res-
toration is authorized by the department, nor prevent any manufacturer from
placing in the ordinary course of business the name of the maker, model,
manufacturer’s number, or other mark of identification upon a new firearm.

12094.  (A) Any person with knowledge of any change, alteration, removal, or
obliteration described herein, who buys, receives, disposes of, sells, offers
for sale, or has in his or her possession any pistol, revolver, or other
firearm which has had the name of the maker, model, or the manufacturer’s
number or other mark of identification including any distinguishing number or
mark assigned by the Department of Justice changed, altered, removed, or
obliterated is guilty of a misdemeanor.
(B) Subdivision A does not apply to any of the following:
(1) The acquisition or possession of a firearm described in subdivision (A)
by any member of the military forces of this state or of the United States,
while on duty and acting within the scope and course of his or her employ-
ment.
(2)  The acquisition or possession of a firearm described in subdivision (A)
by any peace officer described in chapter 4.5 of Title 3 of Part 2, while on
duty and acting within the scope and course of his or her employment.
(3)  The acquisition or possession of a firearm  described in subdivision (A)
by any employee of a forensic laboratory  while on duty and acting within the
scope and course of his or her employment .
(4) The possession and disposition of a firearm described in subdivision (A)
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by a person who meets all of the following:
(A) He or she is not prohibited from possessing firearms or ammunition pursu-
ant to section 12021 or 12021.1 or paragraph (1) of subdivision (B) of Sec-
tion 12316 of this code, or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institu-
tions Code.
(B) The person possessed the firearm no longer than was necessary to deliver
the same to a law enforcement agency for that agency’s disposition according
to law.
(C) If the person is transporting the firearm, he or she is transporting the
firearm to a law enforcement agency in order to deliver the firearm to the
law enforcement agency for the agency’s disposition according to law.
(D)  If the person is transporting the firearm to a law enforcement agency, he
or she has given prior notice to the law enforcement agency that he or she is
transporting the firearm to that law enforcement agency for that agency’s
disposition according to law .
(E) The firearm is transported in a locked container as defined in subdivi-
sion (D) of Section 12026.2.

Article 6. Permits

12095. (a)  If it finds that it does not endanger the public safety, the De-
partment of Justice may issue permits initially valid for a period of one
year, and renewable annually thereafter, for the manufacture, possession,
transportation, or sale, of short-barreled shotguns or short-barreled rifles
upon a showing that good cause exists for the issuance thereof to the appli-
cant for the permit. No permit shall be issued to a person who is under 18
years of age.
(b)  Good cause, for the purposes of this section, shall be limited to only
the following:
(1)  The permit is sought for the manufacture, possession, or use with blank
cartridges, of a short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun, solely as
props for a motion picture, television, or video production or entertainment
event.
(2)  The permit is sought for the manufacture of, exposing for sale, keeping
for sale, sale of, importation or lending of short-barreled rifles or short-
barreled shotguns to the entities listed in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b)
of Section 12020 by persons who are licensed as dealers or manufacturers un-
der the provisions of Chapter 53 (commencing with Section 5801) of Title 26
of the United States Code, as amended, and the regulations issued pursuant
thereto.

12096.  Applications for permits shall be filed in writing, signed by the ap-
plicant if an individual, or by a member or officer qualified to sign if the
applicant is a firm or corporation, and shall state the name, business in
which engaged, business address and a full description of the use to which
the short-barreled shotguns or short-barreled rifles are to be put.
Applications and permits shall be uniform throughout the state on forms pre-
scribed by the Department of Justice.
Each applicant for a permit shall pay at the time of filing his or her appli-
cation a fee determined by the Department of Justice not to exceed the appli-
cation processing costs of the Department of Justice. A permit granted pursu-
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ant to this article may be renewed one year from the date of issuance, and
annually thereafter, upon the filing of a renewal application and the payment
of a permit renewal fee * * *.

12097.  (a)  Every person, firm or corporation to whom a permit is issued shall
keep it on his or her person or at the place where the short-barreled shot-
guns or short-barreled rifles are kept. The permit shall be open to inspec-
tion by any peace officer or any other person designated by the authority
issuing the permit.
(b)  Every short-barreled shotgun or short-barreled rifle possessed pursuant
to the provisions of this article shall bear a unique identifying number. If
a weapon does not bear a unique identifying number, the Department of Justice
shall assign a number which shall be placed or stamped on that weapon.

12098.  Permits issued in accordance with this article may be revoked by the
issuing authority at any time when it appears that the need for the short-
barreled shotguns or short-barreled rifles has ceased or that the holder of
the permit has used the short-barreled shotguns or short-barreled rifles for
purposes other than those allowed by the permit or that the holder of the
permit has not exercised great care in retaining custody of any weapons pos-
sessed under the permit.

Article 7. Juveniles

12101. Possession of concealable firearm or live ammunition by minor.
(a)(1)  A minor shall not possess a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable
of being concealed upon the person.
(2)  Paragraph (1) shall not apply if one of the following circumstances ex-
ists:
(A)  The minor is accompanied by his or her parent or legal guardian, and the
minor is actively engaged in, or is in direct transit to or from, a lawful,
recreational sport including, but not limited to, competitive shooting, or
agricultural, ranching, or hunting activity, or a motion picture, television,
or video production, or entertainment or theatrical event, the nature of
which involves this use of a firearm.
(B)  The minor is accompanied by a responsible adult, the has the written con-
sent of his or her parent or legal guardian and the minor is actively engaged
in, or is in direct transit to or from, a lawful, recreational sport includ-
ing, but not limited to, competitive shooting, or agricultural, ranching, or
hunting activity, or a motion picture, television, or video production, or
entertainment or theatrical event, the nature of which involves this use of a
firearm.
(C)  The minor is at least 16 years of age, the minor has the prior written
consent of his or her parent or legal guardian and the minor is actively en-
gaged in, or is in direct transit to or from, a lawful, recreational sport
including, but not limited to, competitive shooting, or agricultural, ranch-
ing, or hunting activity, or a motion picture, television, or video produc-
tion, or entertainment or theatrical event, the nature of which involves this
use of a firearm.
(D)  The minor has the prior written consent of his or her parent or legal
guardian, the minor is on lands owned or lawfully possessed by his or her
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parent or legal guardian, and the minor is actively engaged in, or is in di-
rect transit to or from, a lawful, recreational sport including, but not lim-
ited to, competitive shooting, or agricultural, ranching, or hunting activ-
ity, or a motion picture, television, or video production, or entertainment
or theatrical event, the nature of which involves this use of a firearm.
(b)(1)  A minor shall not possess live ammunition.
(2)  Paragraph (1) shall not apply if one of the following circumstances ex-
ists:
(A)  The minor has the written consent of his or her parent or legal guardian
to possess live ammunition.
(B) The minor is accompanied by his or her parent or legal guardian.
(C)  The minor is actively engaged in, or is in direct transit to or from, a
lawful, recreational sport including, but not limited to, competitive shoot-
ing, or agricultural, ranching, or hunting activity, or a motion picture,
television, or video production, or entertainment or theatrical event, the
nature of which involves this use of a firearm.
(c)  Every minor who violates this section shall be punished as follows
(1)  By imprisonment in the state prison or in a county jail if one of the
following applies:
(A)  The minor has been found guilty previously of violating this section.
(B)  The minor has been found guilty previously of an offense specified in
subdivision (b) of Section 12021.1 or in Section 12020, 12220, 12520, or
12560.
(C)  The minor has been found guilty of a violation of paragraph (1) of subdi-
vision (a).
(2)  Violations of this section other than those violations specified in para-
graph (1) shall be punishable as a misdemeanor.
(d)  In a proceeding to enforce this section brought pursuant to Article 14 of
Chapter 2 of Part 1 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, the court may re-
quire the custodial parent or legal guardian of a minor who violates this
section to participate in classes on parenting education that meet the re-
quirements established in Section 16507.7 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code.
(e)  As used in this section, “responsible adult” means a person at least 21
years of age who is not within a class of person prohibited from owning or
possessing firearms by virtue of Section 12021 or 12021.1 of this code, or
Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
(f)  It is not the intent of the Legislature in enacting the amendments to
this section or to Section 12078 to expand or narrow the application of cur-
rent statutory or judicial authority as to the rights of minors to be loaned
or to possess live ammunition or a firearm for the purpose of self-defense or
the defense of others.

Chapter 2. MACHINEGUNS

Article 1. General Provisions

12200.  The term “machinegun”  as used in this chapter means any weapon which
shoots, or is designed to shoot, automatically, more than one shot, without
manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger, and includes any frame
or receiver which can only be used with that weapon. The term also includes
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any part or combination of parts designed and intended for use in converting
a weapon into a machinegun. The term also includes any weapon deemed by the
federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms as readily convertible to a
machinegun under Chapter 53 (commencing with Section 5801) of Title 26 of the
United States Code.

12201. Exceptions to application of chapter.
Nothing in this chapter shall affect or apply to any of the following
(A)  the sale to, purchase by, or possession of machineguns by police depart-
ments, sheriffs’ offices, marshals’ offices, district attorneys’ offices, the
California Highway Patrol, the Department of Justice, the Department of cor-
rections for use by the department’s Special Emergency Response Teams and Law
Enforcement Liaison/Investigation Unit, or the military or naval forces of
this state or of the United States for use in the discharge of their official
duties.
(B)  The possession of machineguns by regular, salaried, full-time peace of-
ficer members of a police department, sheriff’s office, marshal’s office,
district attorney’s office the California Highway Patrol, the Department of
Justice, or the Department of Corrections for use by the department’s Special
Emergency Response Teams and Law Enforcement Liaison/Investigations Unit when
on duty and if the use is within the scope of their duties.

Article 2. Unlawful Possession of Machineguns

12220.  (a)  Any person, firm or corporation, who within this state possesses
or knowingly transports a machinegun, except as authorized by this chapter,
is guilty of a public offense and upon conviction thereof shall be punished
by imprisonment in the state prison, or by a fine not to exceed ten thousand
dollars ($10,000), or by both such fine and imprisonment.
(b)  Any person, firm, or corporation who within this state intentionally con-
verts a firearm into a machinegun, or who sells, or offers for sale, or know-
ingly manufactures a machinegun, except as authorized by this chapter, is
punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for four, six, or eight years.

Article 3. Permits

12230.  The Department of Justice may issue permits for the possession, manu-
facture, and transportation or possession, manufacture, or transportation of
machineguns, upon a satisfactory showing that good cause exists for the issu-
ance thereof to the applicant for the permit but no permit shall be issued to
a person who is under 18 years of age.

12231.  Applications for permits shall be filed in writing, signed by the ap-
plicant if an individual, or by a member or officer qualified to sign if the
applicant is a firm or corporation, and shall state the name, business in
which engaged, business address and a full description of the use to which
the firearms are to be put.
Applications and permits shall be uniform throughout the state on forms pre-
scribed by the Department of Justice.
Each applicant for a permit shall pay at the time of filing his or her appli-
cation a fee determined by the Department of Justice * * *. A permit granted
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pursuant to this article may be renewed one year from the date of issuance,
and annually thereafter, upon the filing of a renewal application and the
payment of a permit renewal fee * * *.

12232.  Every person, firm or corporation to whom a permit is issued shall
keep it on his person or at the place where the firearms are kept. The permit
shall be open to inspection by any peace officer or any other person desig-
nated by the authority issuing the permit.

12233.  Permits issued in accordance with this chapter may be revoked by the
issuing authority at any time when it appears that the need for the firearms
has ceased or that the holder of the permit has used the firearms for pur-
poses other than those allowed by the permit or that the holder of the permit
has not exercised great care in retaining custody of any weapons possessed
under the permit.

Article 4. Licenses to Sell Machineguns

12250.  (a)  The Department of Justice may grant licenses in a form to be pre-
scribed by it effective for not more than one year from the date of issuance,
to permit the sale at the place specified in the license of machineguns sub-
ject to all of the following conditions, upon breach of any of which the li-
cense shall be revoked:
1.  The business shall be carried on only in the place designated in the li-
cense.
2.  The license or a certified copy thereof must be displayed on the premises
in a place where it may easily be read.
3.  No machinegun shall be delivered to any person not authorized to receive
the same under the provisions of this chapter.
4.  A complete record must be kept of sales made under the authority of the
license, showing the name and address of the purchaser, the descriptions and
serial numbers of the weapons purchased, the number and date of issue of the
purchaser’s permit, if any, and the signature of the purchaser or purchasing
agent. This record shall be open to the inspection of any peace officer or
other person designated by the Attorney General.
(b)  Applications for licenses shall be filed in writing, signed by the appli-
cant if an individual or by a member or officer qualified to sign if the ap-
plicant is a firm or corporation, and shall state the name, business in which
engaged, business address and a full description of the use to which the
firearms are to be put.
Applications and licenses shall be uniform throughout the state on forms pre-
scribed by the Department of Justice.
Each applicant for a license shall pay at the time of filing his or her ap-
plication a fee determined by the Department of Justice not to exceed the
application processing costs of the Department of Justice. A license granted
pursuant to this article may be renewed one year from the date of issuance,
and annually thereafter, upon the filing of a renewal application and the
payment of a license renewal fee * * * .

12251.  It shall be a public nuisance to possess any machinegun in violation
of this chapter, and the Attorney General, any district attorney or any city
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attorney may bring an action before the superior court to enjoin the posses-
sion of any such machinegun.
Any such machinegun found to be in violation of this chapter shall be surren-
dered to the Department of Justice, and the department shall destroy such
machinegun so as to render it unusable and unrepairable as a machinegun, ex-
cept upon the filing of a certificate with the department by a judge or dis-
trict attorney stating that the preservation of such machinegun is necessary
to serve the ends of justice.

Chapter 2.3. ROBERTI-ROOS ASSAULT WEAPONS CONTROL ACT OF 1989

Article 1. General Provisions

12275.  This chapter shall be known as the Roberti-Roos Assault Weapons Con-
trol Act of 1989.

12275.5 . The Legislature hereby finds and declares that the proliferation and
use of assault weapons poses a threat to the health, safety, and security of
all citizens of this state. The Legislature has restricted the assault weap-
ons specified in Section 12276 based upon finding that each firearm has such
a high rate of fire and capacity for firepower that its function as a legiti-
mate sports or recreational firearm is substantially outweighed by the danger
that it can be used to kill and injure human beings. It is the intent of the
Legislature in enacting this chapter to place restrictions on the use of as-
sault weapons and to establish a registration and permit procedure for their
lawful sale and possession. It is not, however, the intent of the Legislature
by this chapter to place restrictions on the use of those weapons which are
primarily designed and intended for hunting, target practice, or other le-
gitimate sports or recreational activities.

12276.  As used in this chapter, “assault weapon”  shall mean the following
designated semi-automatic firearms:
(a) All of the following specified rifles:
(1) All AK series including, but not limited to, the models identified as
follows:
(A) Made in China AK, AKM, AKS, AK47, AK47S, 56, 56S, 84S, and 86S.
(B) Norinco 56, 56S, 84S, and 86S.
(C) Poly Technologies AKS and AK47.
(D) MAADI AK47 and ARM.
(2) UZI and Galil.
(3) Beretta AR-70.
(4) CETME Sporter.
(5) Colt AR-15 series.
(6) Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, Max 2, AR 100, and
AR 110C.
(7) Fabrique Nationale FAL, LAR, FNC, 308 Match, and Sporter.
(8) MAS 223.
(9) HK-91, HK-93, HK-94, and HK-PSG-1.
(10) The following MAC types:
(A) RPB Industries Inc. sM10 and sM11.
(B) SWD Incorporated M11.



63

(11) SKS with detachable magazine.
(12) SIG AMT, PE-57, SG 550, SG 551.
(13) Springfield Armory BM59 AND SAR-48.
(14) Sterling MK-6.
(15) Steyer AUG.
(16) Valmet M62S, M71S, and M78S.
(17) Armalite AR-180.
(18) Bushmaster Assault Rifle.
(19) Calico M-900.
(20) J&R ENG M-68.
(21) Weaver Arms Nighthawk.
(b) All of the following specified pistols:
(1) UZI.
(2) Encom MP-9 and MP-45.
(3) The following MAC types:
(A) RPB Industries Inc. sM10 and sM11.
(B) SWD Incorporated M-11.
(C) Advance Armament Inc. M-11.
(D) Military Armament Corp. Ingram M-11.
(4) Intratec TEC-9.
(5) Sites Spectre.
(6) Sterling MK-7.
(7) Calico M-950.
(8) Bushmaster Pistol.
(c) All of the following specified shotguns:
(1) Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12.
(2) Striker 12.
(3) The Streetsweeper type S/S Inc. SS/12.
(d)  Any firearm declared by the court pursuant to Section 12276.5 to be an
assault weapon that is specified as an assault weapon in a list promulgated
pursuant to Section 12276.5.
(e) The term “series”  includes all other models that are only variations,
with minor differences, of those models listed in subdivision (a), regardless
of the manufacturer.
(f)  This section is declaratory of existing law, as amended, and a clarifica-
tion of the law and the Legislatures’s intent which bans the weapons enumer-
ated in this section, the weapons included in the list promulgated by the
Attorney General pursuant to Section 12276.5, and any other models which are
only variations of those weapons with minor differences, regardless of the
manufacturer. The Legislature has defined assault weapons as the types, se-
ries, and models listed in this section because it was the most effective way
to identify and restrict a specific class of semi-automatic weapons.

12276.5.  (a)  Upon request by the Attorney General filed in a verified peti-
tion in a superior court of a county with a population of more than
1,000,000, the superior court shall issue a declaration of temporary suspen-
sion of the manufacture, sale, distribution, transportation, or importation
into the state, or the giving or lending of a firearm alleged to be an as-
sault weapon within the meaning of Section 12276 because the firearm is ei-
ther of the following:
(1)  Another model by the same manufacturer or a copy by another manufacturer
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of an assault weapon listed in subdivision (a), (b), or (c) of Section 12276
which is identical to one of the assault weapons listed in those subdivisions
except for slight modifications or enhancements including, but not limited
to: a folding or retractable stock; adjustable sight; case deflector for
left-handed shooters; shorter barrel; wooden, plastic or metal stock; larger
magazine size; different caliber provided that  the caliber exceeds .22 rim-
fire; or bayonet mount. The court shall strictly construe this paragraph so
that a firearm which is merely similar in appearance but not a prototype or
copy can not be found to be within the meaning of this paragraph.
(2)  A firearm first manufactured or sold to the general public in California
after June 1, 1989, which has been redesigned, renamed, or renumbered from
one of the firearms listed in subdivision (a), (b), or (c) of Section 12276,
or which is manufactured or sold by another company under a licensing agree-
ment to manufacture or sell one of the firearms listed in subdivision (a),
(b), or (c) of Section 12276, regardless of the company of production or dis-
tribution, or the country of origin.
(b)  Upon the issuance of a declaration of temporary suspension by the supe-
rior court and after the Attorney General has completed the notice require-
ments of subdivisions (c) and (d), the provisions of subdivision (a) of Sec-
tion 12280 shall apply with respect to those weapons.
(c)  Upon declaration of temporary suspension, the Attorney General shall im-
mediately notify all police, sheriffs, district attorneys, and those request-
ing notice pursuant to subdivision (d), shall notify industry and association
publications for those who manufacture, sell, or use firearms, and shall pub-
lish notice in not less than 10 newspapers of general circulation in geo-
graphically diverse sections of the state of the fact that the declaration
has been issued.
(d)  The Attorney General shall maintain a list of any persons who request to
receive notice of any declaration of temporary suspension and shall furnish
notice under subdivision (c) to all these persons immediately upon a superior
court declaration. Notice shall also be furnished by the Attorney General by
certified mail, return receipt requested (or substantial equivalent if the
person who is to receive the notice resides outside the United States), to
any known manufacturer and California distributor of the weapon which is the
subject of the temporary suspension order or their California statutory agent
for service. The notice shall be deemed effective upon mailing.
(e)  After issuing a declaration of temporary suspension under this section,
the superior court shall set a date for hearing on a permanent declaration
that the weapon is an assault weapon. The hearing shall be set no later than
30 days from the date of issuance of the declaration of temporary suspension.
The hearing may be continued for good cause thereafter. Any manufacturer or
California distributor of the weapon which is the subject of the temporary
suspension order has the right, within 20 days of notification of the issu-
ance of the order, to intervene in the action. Any manufacturer or California
distributor who fails to timely exercise its right of intervention, or any
other person who manufactures, sells, or owns the assault weapon may, in the
court’s discretion, thereafter join the action as amicus curiae.
(f)  At the hearing, the burden of proof is upon the Attorney General to show
by a preponderance of evidence that the weapon which is the subject of the
declaration of temporary suspension is an assault weapon. If the court finds
the weapon to be an assault weapon it shall issue a declaration that it is an
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assault weapon under Section 12276. Any party to the matter may appeal the
court’s decision. A declaration that the weapon is an assault weapon shall
remain in effect during the pendency of the appeal unless ordered otherwise
by the appellate court.
(g)  The Attorney General shall prepare a description for identification pur-
poses, including a picture or diagram, of each assault weapon listed in Sec-
tion 12276, and any firearm declared to be an assault weapon pursuant to this
section, and shall distribute the description to all law enforcement agencies
responsible for enforcement of this chapter. Those law enforcement agencies
shall make the description available to all agency personnel.
(h)  The Attorney General shall promulgate a list that specifies all firearms
designated as assault weapons in Section 12276 or declared to be assault
weapons pursuant to this section. The Attorney General shall file that list
with the Secretary of State for publication in the California Code of Regu-
lations. Any declaration that a specified firearm is an assault weapon shall
be implemented by the Attorney General who, within 90 days, shall promulgate
an amended list which shall include the specified firearm declared to be an
assault weapon. The Attorney General shall file the amended list with the
Secretary of State for publication in the California Code of Regulations.
Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code, pertaining to the adoption of rules and regulations, shall
not apply to any list of assault weapons promulgated pursuant to this sec-
tion.
(i)  The Attorney General shall adopt those rules and regulations that may be
necessary or proper to carry out the purposes and intent of this chapter.

12277.  As used in this chapter, “person”  means an individual, partnership,
corporation, association, or any other group or entity, regardless of how it
was created.

Article 2. Unlawful Activities

12280. Manufacture, transportation, importation, or sale of weapons; felony;
punishment; exceptions.
(a)(1)  Any person who, within this state, manufactures or causes to be manu-
factured, distributes, transports, or imports into the state, keeps for sale,
or offers or exposes for sale, or who gives or lends any assault weapon, ex-
cept as provided by this chapter, is guilty of a felony, and upon conviction
shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison for four, six, or eight
years.
(2) In addition and consecutive to the punishment imposed under paragraph
(1), any person who transfers, lends, sells, or gives any assault weapon to a
minor in violation of paragraph (1) shall not receive an enhancement of one
year.
(b)  Except as provided in Section 12288, any person who, within this state,
possesses any assault weapon, except as provided in this chapter, is guilty
of a public offense and upon conviction shall be punished by imprisonment in
the state prison, or in a county jail, not exceeding one year. However, if
the person presents proof that he or she lawfully possessed the assault
weapon prior to June 1, 1989, or prior to the date it was specified as an
assault weapon, and has since either registered the firearm and any other
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lawfully obtained firearm subject to this chapter pursuant to Section 12285
or relinquished them pursuant to Section 12288, a first-time violation of
this subdivision shall be an infraction punishable by a fine of up to five
hundred dollars ($500), but not less than three hundred fifty dollars ($350),
if the person has otherwise possessed the firearm in compliance with subdivi-
sion (c) of Section 12285. In these cases the firearm shall be returned un-
less the court finds in the interest of public safety, after notice and hear-
ing, that the assault weapon should be destroyed pursuant to Section 12028.
* * * * 
(d)  Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall not apply to the sale to, purchase by, or
possession of assault weapons by the Department of Justice, police depart-
ments, sheriffs’ offices, marshals’ offices, the Department of Corrections,
the California Highway Patrol, the California State Police, district attor-
neys’ offices, or the military or naval forces of this state or of the United
States for use in the discharge of their official duties; nor shall anything
in this chapter prohibit the possession or use of assault weapons by sworn
members of these agencies when on duty and the use is within the scope of
their duties.
(e)  Subdivision (b) shall not apply to the possession of an assault weapon by
any person during the 1990 calendar year, or during the 90-day period immedi-
ately after the date it was specified as an assault weapon, if all of the
following are applicable:
(1)  The person is eligible under this chapter to register the particular as-
sault weapon.
(2)  The person lawfully possessed the particular assault weapon described in
paragraph (1) prior to June 1, 1989, or prior to the date it was specified as
an assault weapon.
(3)  The person is otherwise in compliance with this chapter.
(f)  Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall not apply to the manufacture by persons
who are issued permits pursuant to Section 12287 of assault weapons for sale
to the following:
(1)  Exempt entities listed in subdivision (d).
(2)  Entities and persons who have been issued permits pursuant to Section
12286.
(3)  Entities outside the state who have, in effect, a federal firearms
dealer’s license solely for the purpose of distribution to an entity listed
in paragraphs (4) to (6), inclusive.
(4)  Federal military and law enforcement agencies.
(5)  Law enforcement and military agencies of other states.
(6)  Foreign governments and agencies approved by the United States State De-
partment.
(g)  Subdivision (a) shall not apply to a person who is the executor or admin-
istrator of an estate that includes an assault weapon registered under Sec-
tion 12285 which is disposed of as authorized by the probate court, if the
disposition is otherwise permitted by this chapter.
(h)  Subdivision (b) shall not apply to a person who is the executor or admin-
istrator of an estate that includes an assault weapon registered under Sec-
tion 12285, if the assault weapon is possessed at a place set forth in para-
graph (1) of subdivision (c) of Section 12285 or as authorized by the probate
court.
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(i)  Subdivision (a) shall not apply to:
(1)  A person who lawfully possesses and has registered an assault weapon pur-
suant to this chapter who lends that assault weapon to another if all the
following apply:
(A)  The person to whom the assault weapon is lent is 18 years of age or over
and is not in a class of persons prohibited from possessing firearms by vir-
tue of Section 12021 or 12021.1 of this code or Section 8100 or 8103 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code.
(B)  The person to whom the assault weapon is lent remains in the presence of
the registered possessor of the assault weapon.
(C)  The assault weapon is possessed at any of the following locations:
(i)  While on a target range which holds a regulatory or business license for
the purpose of practicing shooting at that target range.
(ii)  While on the premises of a target range of a public or private club or
organization organized for the purpose of practicing shooting at targets.
(iii)  While attending any exhibition, display, or educational project which
is about firearms and which is sponsored by, conducted under the auspices of,
or approved by a law enforcement agency or a nationally or state recognized
entity that fosters proficiency in, or promotes education about, firearms.
(2)  The return of an assault weapon to the registered possessor which is lent
by the same pursuant to paragraph (1).
(j)  Subdivision (b) shall not apply to the possession of an assault weapon by
a person to whom an assault weapon is lent pursuant to subdivision (i).
(k)  Subdivisions (a) and (b) shall not apply to the possession and importa-
tion of an assault weapon into this state by a nonresident if all of the fol-
lowing conditions are met:
(1)  The person is attending or going directly to or coming directly from an
organized competitive match or league competition that involves the use of an
assault weapon.
(2)  The competition or match is conducted on the premises of one of the fol-
lowing:
(i)  A target range that holds a regulatory or business license for the pur-
pose of practicing shooting at that target range.
(ii)  A target range of a public or private club or organization that is orga-
nized for the purpose of practicing shooting at targets.
(3)  The match or competition is sponsored by, conducted under the auspices
of, or approved by, a law enforcement agency or a nationally or state recog-
nized entity that fosters proficiency in, or promotes education about, fire-
arms.
(4)  The assault weapon is transported in accordance with Section 12026.1 or
12026.2.
(5)  The person is 18 years of age or over and is not in a class of persons
prohibited from possessing firearms by virtue of Section 12021 or 12021.1 of
this code or Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.
(l)  As used in this chapter, the date a firearm is “specified as an assault
weapon”  is the earliest of the following:
(1)  The effective date of an amendment to Section 12276 that adds the desig-
nation of the specified firearm.
(2)  The effective date of the list promulgated pursuant to Section 12276.5
that adds or changes the designation of the specified firearm.
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Article 3. Registration and Permits

12285. Registration procedure; fee; sale; or transfer to licensed gun dealer;
conditions for possession; persons excluded from registration or possession;
forgiveness period.
(a)  Any person who lawfully possesses an assault weapon, as defined in Sec-
tion 12276, prior to June 1, 1989, shall register the firearm by January 1,
1991, and any person who lawfully possessed an assault weapon prior to the
date it was specified as an assault weapon pursuant to Section 12276.5 shall
register the firearm within 90 days, with the Department of Justice pursuant
to those procedures that the department may establish. The registration shall
contain a description of the firearm that identifies it uniquely, including
all identification marks, the full name, address, date of birth, and thumb-
print of the owner, and any other information that the department may deem
appropriate. * * * *
(b)(1)  Except as provided in paragraph (2), no assault weapon possessed pur-
suant to this section may be sold or transferred on or after January 1, 1990,
to anyone within this state other than to a licensed gun dealer, as defined
in subdivision (c) of Section 12290, or as provided in Section 12288.
Any person who:
(A)  Obtains title to an assault weapon registered under this section by be-
quest or intestate succession, or
(B)  Lawfully possessed a firearm subsequently declared to be an assault
weapon pursuant to Section 12276.5, shall, within 90 days, render the weapon
permanently inoperable, sell the weapon to a licensed gun dealer, obtain a
permit from the Department of Justice in the same manner as specified in Ar-
ticle 3 (commencing with Section 12230) of Chapter 2, or remove the weapon
from this state. A person who lawfully possessed a firearm that was subse-
quently declared to be an assault weapon pursuant to Section 12276.5 may al-
ternatively register the firearm within 90 days of the declaration issued
pursuant to subdivision (f) of Section 12276.5.
(2)  A person moving into this state, otherwise in lawful possession of an
assault weapon, shall do one of the following:
(A)  Prior to bringing the assault weapon into this state, that person shall
first obtain a permit from the Department of Justice in the same manner as
specified in Article 3 (commencing with Section 12230) of Chapter 2.
(B)  The person shall cause the assault weapon to be delivered to a licensed
dealer in this state in accordance with Chapter 44 (commencing with Section
921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and the regulations issued pursu-
ant thereto. If the person obtains a permit from the Department of Justice in
the same manner as specified in Article 3 (commencing with Section 12230) of
Chapter 2, the dealer shall redeliver that assault weapon to the person. If
the licensed dealer is prohibited from delivering the assault weapon to a
person pursuant to this paragraph, the dealer shall possess or dispose of the
assault weapon as allowed by this chapter.
(c)  A person who has registered an assault weapon under this section may pos-
sess it only under any of the following conditions unless a permit allowing
additional uses is first obtained under Section 12286:
(1)  At that person’s residence, place of business, or other property owned by
that person, or on property owned by another with the owner’s express permis-
sion.
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(2)  While on the premises of a target range of a public or private club or
organization organized for the purpose of practicing shooting at targets.
(3)  While on a target range that holds a regulatory or business license for
the purpose of practicing shooting at that target range.
(4)  While on the premises of a shooting club which is licensed pursuant to
the Fish and Game Code.
(5)  While attending any exhibition, display, or educational project which is
about firearms and which is sponsored by, conducted under the auspices of, or
approved by a law enforcement agency or a nationally or state recognized en-
tity that fosters proficiency in, or promotes education about, firearms.
(6)  While on publicly owned land if the possession and use of a firearm de-
scribed in Section 12276 is specifically permitted by the managing agency of
the land.
(7)  While transporting the assault weapon between any of the places mentioned
in this subdivision, or to any licensed gun dealer, as defined in subdivision
(c) of Section 12290, for servicing or repair pursuant to subdivision (b) of
Section 12290, if the assault weapon is transported as required by Section
12026.1.
(d)  No person who is under the age of 18 years, no person who is prohibited
from possessing a firearm by Section 12021 or 12021.1 of this code, and no
person described in Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
may register or possess an assault weapon.
(e)  The department’s registration procedures shall provide the option of
joint registration for assault weapons owned by family members residing in
the same household.
(f)  For 90 days following January 1, 1992, a forgiveness period shall exist
to allow persons specified in subdivision (b) of Section 12280 to register
with the Department of Justice assault weapons that they lawfully possessed
prior to June 1, 1989.
(g)  Any person who registers his or her assault weapon during the 90-day for-
giveness period described in subdivision (f), and any person whose registra-
tion form was received by the Department of Justice after January 1, 1991,
and who was issued a temporary registration prior to the end of the forgive-
ness period, shall not be charged with a violation of subdivision (b) of Sec-
tion 12280, if law enforcement becomes aware of that violation only as a re-
sult of the registration of the assault weapon. This subdivision shall have
no effect upon persons charged with a violation of subdivision (b) of Section
12280 of the Penal Code prior to January 1, 1992, provided that  law enforce-
ment was aware of the violation before the weapon was registered.

12286.  Any person who lawfully acquired an assault weapon before June 1,
1989, and wishes to use it in a manner different than specified in subdivi-
sion (c) of Section 12285, any person who lawfully acquired an assault weapon
between June 1, 1989, and January 1, 1990, and wishes to keep it after Janu-
ary 1, 1990, or any person who wishes to acquire an assault weapon after
January 1, 1990, shall first obtain a permit from the Department of Justice
in the same manner as specified in Article 3 (commencing with Section 12230)
of Chapter 2.

12287.  (a)  The Department of Justice may, upon a finding of good cause, issue
permits for the manufacture of assault weapons to federally licensed manufac-
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turers of firearms for the sale to, purchase by, or possession of assault
weapons by, any of the following:
(1)  The agencies listed in subdivision (d) of Section 12280.
(2)  Entities and persons who have been issued permits pursuant to Section
12286.
(3)  Entities outside the state who have, in effect, a federal firearms
dealer’s license solely for the purpose of distribution to an entity listed
in paragraphs (4) to (6), inclusive.
(4)  Federal law enforcement and military agencies.
(5)  Law enforcement and military agencies of other states.
(6)  Foreign governments and agencies approved by the United States State De-
partment.
(b)  Application for the permits, the keeping and inspection thereof, and the
revocation of permits shall be undertaken in the same manner as specified in
Article 3 (commencing with Section 12230) of Chapter 2.

12288.  Any individual may arrange in advance to relinquish an assault weapon
to a police or sheriff’s department. The assault weapon shall be transported
in accordance Section 12026.1. * * * * 

Article 4. Licensed Gun Dealers

12290. Transportation, display or sale of weapons; service or repair; “li-
censed gun dealer”.
(a)  Any licensed gun dealer, as defined in subdivision (c), who lawfully pos-
sesses an assault weapon pursuant to Section 12285, in addition to the uses
allowed in Section 12285, may transport the weapon between dealers or out of
the state, display it any gun show licensed by a state or local governmental
entity, sell it to a resident outside the state, or sell it to a person who
has been issued a permit pursuant to section 12286. Any transporting allowed
by this section must be done as required by Section 12026.1.
(b)(1)  Any licensed gun dealer, as defined in subdivision (c), may take pos-
session of any assault weapon for the purposes of servicing or repair from
any person to whom it is legally registered or who has been issued a permit
to possess it pursuant to this chapter.
(2)  Any licensed gun dealer may transfer possession of any assault weapon
received pursuant to paragraph (1), to a gunsmith for purposes of accomplish-
ing service or repair of the same. Transfers are permissible only to the fol-
lowing persons:
(A)  A gunsmith who is in the dealer’s employ.
(B)  A gunsmith with whom the dealer has contracted for gunsmithing services.
In order for this subparagraph to apply, the gunsmith receiving the assault
weapon must hold all of the following:
(i)  A dealer’s license issued pursuant to Chapter 44 (commencing with Section
921) of Title 18 of the United States Code and the regulations issued pursu-
ant thereto.
(ii)  Any business license required by a state or local governmental entity.
(c)  The term “licensed gun dealer,”  as used in this article means a person
who is licensed pursuant to Section 12071.
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 Chapter 2.5. DESTRUCTIVE DEVICES

12301. Definitions.
(a)  The term “destructive device,”  as used in this chapter, shall include any
of the following weapons:
(1)  Any projectile containing any explosive or incendiary material or any
other chemical substance, including, but not limited to, that which is com-
monly known as tracer or incendiary ammunition, except tracer ammunition
manufactured for use in shotguns.
(2)  Any bomb, grenade, explosive missile, or similar device or any launching
device therefor.
(3)  Any weapon of a caliber greater than 0.60 caliber which fires fixed ammu-
nition, or any ammunition therefor, other than a shotgun (smooth or rifled
bore) conforming to the definition of a “destructive device” found in subsec-
tion (b) of Section 179.11 of Title 27 of the Code of Federal Regulations,
shotgun ammunition (single projectile or shot), antique rifle, or an antique
cannon. For purposes of this section, the term “antique cannon”  means any
cannon manufactured before January 1, 1899, which has been rendered incapable
of firing or for which ammunition is no longer manufactured in the United
States and is not readily available in the ordinary channels of commercial
trade.  The term “antique rifle”  means a firearm conforming to the definition
of an “antique firearm” in Section 179.11 of Title 27 of the Code of Federal
Regulations.
(4)  Any rocket, rocket-propelled projectile, or similar device of a diameter
greater than 0.60 inch, or any launching device therefor, and any rocket,
rocket-propelled projectile, or similar device containing any explosive or
incendiary material or any other chemical substance, other than the propel-
lant for such device, except such devices as are designed primarily for emer-
gency or distress signaling purposes.
(5) Any breakable container which contains a flammable liquid with a
flashpoint of 150 degrees Fahrenheit or less and has a wick or similar device
capable of being ignited, other than a device which is commercially manufac-
tured primarily for the purpose of illumination.
(6)  Any sealed device containing dry ice or other chemically reactive sub-
stances for the purposes of causing an explosion by a chemical reaction.
(b) The term “explosive,”  as used in this chapter, shall mean any explosive
defined in Section 12000 of the Health and Safety Code.

12302.  Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the sale to, purchase by, pos-
session of, or use of destructive devices by:
(a)  Any peace officer listed in Section 830.1 or 830.2, or any peace officer
in the Department of Justice authorized by the Attorney General, while on
duty and acting within the scope and course of his employment.
(b)  Any member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps of the United
States, or the National Guard, while on duty and acting within the scope and
course of his employment.
Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the sale to, purchase by, possession
by, or use by any person who is a regularly employed and paid officer, em-
ployee or member of a fire department or fire protection or firefighting
agency of the federal government, the State of California, a city, county,
city and county, district, or other public or municipal corporation or po-
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litical subdivision of this state, while on duty and acting within the scope
and course of his employment, of any equipment used by such department or
agency in the course of fire suppression.

12303.  Any person, firm, or corporation who, within this state, possesses any
destructive device, other than fixed ammunition of a caliber greater than .60
caliber, except as provided by this chapter, is guilty of a public offense
and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in the county
jail for a term not to exceed one year, or in state prison, or by a fine not
to exceed ten thousand dollars ($10,000) or by both such fine and imprison-
ment.  * * * *

12303.6.  Any person, firm or corporation who, within this state, sells, of-
fers for sale, or knowingly transports any destructive device, other than
fixed ammunition of a caliber greater than .60 caliber, except as provided by
this chapter, is guilty of a felony and is punishable by imprisonment in the
state prison for two, three or four years.

12304.  Any person, firm or corporation who, within this state, sells, offers
for sale, possesses or knowingly transports any fixed ammunition of a caliber
greater than .60 caliber, except as provided in this chapter, is guilty of a
public offense and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment
in the county jail for a term not to exceed six months or by a fine not to
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both such fine and imprisonment.
A second or subsequent conviction shall be punished by imprisonment in the
county jail for a term not to exceed one year, or by imprisonment in the
state prison, or by a fine or not to exceed three thousand dollars ($3000),
or by both such fine and punishment.

12305. Permit for manufacturer, sale or use of destructive device; applica-
tion; fee; renewal.
(a)  Every dealer, manufacturer, importer, and exporter of any destructive
device, or any motion picture or television studio using destructive devices
in the conduct of its business, shall obtain a permit for the conduct of that
business from the Department of Justice.
(b)  Any person, firm, or corporation not mentioned in subdivision (a) shall
obtain a permit from the Department of Justice in order to possess or trans-
port any destructive device. No permit shall be issued to any person who
meets any of the following criteria:
(1)  Has been convicted of any felony.
(2)  Is addicted to the use of any narcotic drug.
(3)  Is a person in a class prohibited by Section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare
and Institutions Code.
(c)  Applications for permits shall be filed in writing, signed by the appli-
cant if an individual, or by a member or officer qualified to sign if the
applicant is a firm or corporation, and shall state the name, business in
which engaged, business address and a full description of the use to which
the destructive devices are to be put.
(d)  Applications and permits shall be uniform throughout the state on forms
prescribed by the Department of Justice. * * * * 
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12307.  The possession of any destructive device in violation of this chapter
shall be deemed to be a public nuisance and the Attorney General or district
attorney of any city, county, or city and county may bring an action before
the superior court to enjoin the possession of any such destructive device.
* * * *  

12312.  Every person who possesses any substance, material, or any combination
of substances or materials, with the intent to make any destructive device or
any explosive without first obtaining a valid permit to make such destructive
device or explosive, is guilty of a felony, and is punishable by imprisonment
in the state prison for two, three, or four years.

Chapter 2.6. AMMUNITION DESIGNED PRIMARILY TO PENETRATE METAL OR ARMOR

12320.  Any person, firm, or corporation who, within this state knowingly pos-
sesses any handgun ammunition designed primarily to penetrate metal or armor
is guilty of a public offense and upon conviction thereof shall be punished
by imprisonment in the state prison, or in the county jail for a term not to
exceed one year, or by a fine not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000),
or by both such fine and imprisonment.

12321.  Any person, firm, or corporation who, within this state, manufactures,
imports, sells, offers to sell, or knowingly transports any handgun ammuni-
tion designed primarily to penetrate metal or armor is guilty of a felony and
upon conviction thereof shall be punished by imprisonment in state prison, or
by a fine not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000), or by both such fine
and imprisonment.

12322.  Nothing in this chapter shall apply to or affect either of the follow-
ing:
(A)  The sale to, purchase by, possession of, or use of any ammunition by any
member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marine Corps of the United States, or
the National Guard, while on duty and acting within the scope and course of
his or her employment, or any police agency or forensic laboratory or any
person who is the holder of a valid permit issued pursuant to Section 12305.
(B)  The possession of handgun ammunition designed primarily to penetrate
metal or armor by a person who found the ammunition, if he or she is not pro-
hibited form possessing firearms or ammunition pursuant to Section 12021,
12021.1, or Paragraph (1) of subdivision (B) of Section 12316 of this code or
section 8100 or 8103 of the Welfare and Institutions Code and is transporting
the ammunition to a law enforcement agency for disposition according to law.

12323.  “Handgun Ammunition”  As used in this chapter, the following defini-
tions shall apply:
(a)  “Handgun ammunition”  means ammunition principally for use in pistols and
revolvers, as defined in Section 12001, notwithstanding that the ammunition
may also be used in some rifles.
(b)  “Handgun ammunition designed primarily to penetrate metal or armor”  means
any ammunition, except a shotgun shell or ammunition primarily designed for
use in rifles, that is designed primarily to penetrate a body vest or body
shield, and has either of the following characteristics:
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(1)  Has projectile or projectile core constructed entirely, excluding the
presence of traces of other substances, from one or a combination of tungsten
alloys, steel, iron, brass, beryllium copper, or depleted uranium, or any
equivalent material or similar density or hardness.
(2) Is primarily manufactured or designed, by virtue of its shape, cross sec-
tional density, or any coating applied thereto, including, but not limited
to, ammunition commonly known as “KTW ammunition,”  to breach or penetrate a
body vest or body shield when fired from a pistol, revolver, or other firearm
capable of being concealed upon the person.
(c) “Body vest or shield”  means any bullet-resistent material intended to
provide ballistic and trauma protection for the wearer or the holder.
(d)  “Rifle”  shall have the same meaning as defined in paragraph (20) of sub-
division (c) of Section 12020.

12324.  Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the possession, importation,
sale, attempted sale, or transport of ammunition from which the propellant
has been removed and the primer has been permanently deactivated.

12325.  Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the manufacture of ammunition
under contracts approved by agencies of the state or federal government.
* * * *
 

Chapter 5. FIREARM DEVICES

Article 1. General Provisions

12500.  The term “silencer”  as used in this chapter means any device or at-
tachment of any kind designed, used or intended for use in silencing, dimin-
ishing, or muffling the report of a firearm. The term “silencer”  also in-
cludes any combination of parts, designed or redesigned, and intended for use
in assembling a silencer or fabricating a silencer and any part intended only
for use in such assembly or fabrication.

12501.  Section 12520 shall not apply to, or affect, any of the following:
(a)  The sale to, purchase by, or possession of silencers by agencies listed
in Section 830.1, or the military or naval forces of this state or of the
United States for use in the discharge of their official duties.
(b)  The possession of silencers by regular, salaried, full-time peace offic-
ers who are employed by an agency listed in Section 830.1, or by the military
or naval forces of this state or of the United States when on duty and when
the use of silencers is authorized by the agency and is within the course and
scope of their duties.
(c)  The manufacture, possession, transportation, or sale or other transfer of
silencers to an entity described in subdivision (a) by dealers or manufactur-
ers registered under Chapter 53 (commencing with Section 5801) of Title 26 of
the United States Code, and the regulations issued pursuant thereto.

Article 2. Unlawful Possession of Firearm Silencers

12520.  Any person, firm, or corporation who within this state possesses a
silencer is guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereof shall be punished
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by imprisonment in the state prison or by a fine not to exceed ten thousand
dollars ($10,000) or by both.

Chapter 6. MISCELLANEOUS

Article 1. Minors

12551.  Every person who sells to a minor any firearm is guilty of a misde-
meanor.

12552.  Every person who furnishes any firearm, air gun, or gas-operated gun,
designed to fire a bullet, pellet or metal projectile, to any minor, without
the express or implied permission of the parent or legal guardian of the mi-
nor, is guilty of a misdemeanor.

12553.  As used in this article, “firearm”  means any firearm except any pis-
tol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person.
[A minor is any person under 18 years of age. (Civil Code Section 25.)]
* * * *

Article 8. Basic Firearms Safety Instruction and Certificate

12800.  (a)  The Legislature finds and declares as follows:
(1)  Although California has a 15-day waiting period and background check for
the acquisition and purchase of pistols, revolvers, and firearms capable of
being concealed upon the person, a demonstrated knowledge of firearms safety
is not required. Therefore, a person is able to obtain one of these firearms
in California without having any idea of how to safely use, handle, or store
it.
(2)  In contrast, it is necessary for an individual to complete a firearms-
related hunter safety course before a hunting license is issued. It has been
documented that this program has saved lives, and has been beneficial to
sportsmen and firearms owners.
(3)  It is inconsistent for a person to have to go through a firearms-related
hunter safety course before being able to use a firearm to hunt, yet not be
required to have any basic knowledge about the safe handling and operation of
pistols, revolvers, and other firearms capable of being concealed upon the
person before acquiring them.
(b)  The Legislature further finds and declares as follows:
(1)  It has been documented that firearms accidents are one of the leading
causes of accidental deaths for children ages 14 years and under. Almost all
of the firearms involved in these accidents are pistols, revolvers, or other
firearms capable of being concealed upon the person.
(2)  On average, one child 18 years of age or under is accidentally killed,
and 10 are injured, by a firearm every day across the United States.
(3)  Firearm wounds to children who are 16 years of age and under have in-
creased 300 percent in major urban areas since 1986.
(4)  In 1987, the last year for which statistics are available, there were 44
accidental firearms deaths among California children 18 years of age and
younger.
(5)  Although statistics are not kept for injuries resulting from accidental
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shootings, it is estimated that for every firearms death, there are at least
five nonfatal firearms injuries. Using this figure, it is estimated that ap-
proximately 220 California children were injured in nonfatal accidental
shootings in 1987.
(6)  Research has indicated that easy access in homes to loaded pistols, re-
volvers, and other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person is a
chief contributing factor in unintentional shootings of children. Nearly
8,700,000 youngsters in the United States have access to pistols, revolvers,
and other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person.
(7)  Educating purchaser and transferees of pistols, revolvers, and other
firearms capable of being concealed upon the person would make them more
aware of their responsibilities as gun owners and help to eliminate the igno-
rance or neglect that lead to children playing with a loaded pistol, re-
volver, and other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person.
(c)  It is, therefore, the intent of the Legislature, in enacting this ar-
ticle, to require in this state that purchasers and transferees of pistols,
revolvers, and other firearms capable of being concealed upon the person ob-
tain a basic familiarity with those firearms, including, but not limited to,
the safe handling and storage of those firearms, methods for childproofing
those firearms, and the responsibilities associated with ownership of those
firearms.
(d)  It is further the intent of the Legislature, in enacting this article, to
establish a program that would help to eliminate the potential for accidental
deaths and injuries, particularly those involving children, which are caused
by the unsafe handling of pistols, revolvers, and other firearms capable of
being concealed upon the person.

12801.  As used in this article, “basic firearms safety certificate”  means the
certificate issued to persons who have complied with this article.

12802.  (a)  No basic firearms safety certificate shall be issued to any person
unless that person has complied with this article. Proof of compliance with
this article shall be forwarded to the Department of Justice as frequently as
the department may determine.
(b)  It is the intent of the Legislature to require a basic firearms safety
certificate for persons who anticipate the purchase or transfer of a pistol,
revolver, or other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person. This
requirement of a certificate is not intended to be a requirement for the mere
possession of a firearm.

12803.  (a)  Beginning on January 1, 1993, and prior to July 1, 1993, the De-
partment of Justice shall do all of the following:
(1)  Develop the course content and instructional materials for a basic fire-
arms safety course. The course shall consist of not less than two, nor more
than four, hours of instruction, including, but not limited to, instruction
in the following areas as they pertain to pistols, revolvers, and other fire-
arms capable of being concealed upon the person:
(A)  The safe use, handling, and storage of those firearms.
(B)  Methods for childproofing those firearms.
(C)  The laws applicable to the carrying and handling of those firearms.
(D)  The responsibilities of ownership of those firearms.
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(2)  Develop an instructional manual and, if the department deems necessary,
audiovisual materials, to be issued to an instructor certified by the depart-
ment. The department shall make the instructional manual available to fire-
arms dealers licensed pursuant to Section 12071, who shall have it available
to the general public. Essential portions of the manual may be included in
the pamphlet described in Section 12080.
(3)  Prescribe a minimum level of skill, knowledge, and competency to be re-
quired of all basic firearms safety instructors, and develop and provide the
guidelines to be used to certify the instructors.
(4)  Develop an objective test on the subject matter of the basic firearms
safety course. The objective test shall be based on the instructional manual
referred to in paragraph (2). There shall be no less than five distinct ver-
sions of the objective test. The purpose of the objective test shall be to
ensure knowledge of basic firearms safety. The test shall consist of not less
than 20, nor more than 30, questions. An applicant shall respond successfully
to at least 75 percent of the total number of questions in order to pass the
test.
(b)  The department shall solicit input from any reputable association or or-
ganization which has, as one of its objectives, the promotion of firearms
safety in the development of the basic firearms safety course.
(c)  The department shall periodically update the curriculum of the basic
firearms safety course, instructional materials, the basic firearms safety
manual, the objective test, and guidelines for certifying basic firearms
safety instructors, as needed.
(d)  The department shall develop basic firearms safety certificates to be
issued by the department, or an instructor certified by the department, to
those persons who have complied with this article.
(e)  The department shall ensure that the course shall be available to persons
at convenient times and locations in a person’s county of residency by June
1, 1993.
(f)  The Department of Justice shall be immune from any liability arising from
implementing this section.

12804.  (a)  The department shall maintain adequate records on who has success-
fully completed the basic firearms safety course or otherwise complied with
this article.
(b)  Proficiency in the use of any pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable
of being concealed upon the person shall not be a prerequisite to acquiring
the basic firearms safety certificate.
(c)  No person shall be required to complete the course more than once, except
that any person who has completed the course and is unable to produce the
certificate shall be required to take the course again unless a duplicate
certificate is issued pursuant to Section 12807.

12805.  (a)  The department shall designate as a basic firearms safety instruc-
tor any person certified by a nationally recognized organization that fosters
safety in firearms or any person found by the department to be competent to
give instruction in the basic firearms safety course established pursuant to
this article, if the person is otherwise qualified pursuant to Section 12803.
(b)  The department shall designate as a basic firearms safety instructor,
dealers licensed pursuant to Section 12071 or their employees if they other-
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wise are qualified to act as instructors. Where the license is issued in the
name of a corporation or partnership, then the managing officer or partner
shall be designated as instructors if they are otherwise qualified pursuant
to Section 12803.
(c)  The department shall revoke the certification of any instructor when the
department determines that it is in the best interests of the state to do so.
(d)  Upon successful completion of the basic firearms safety course, which
shall be conditioned solely upon the attendance of the course as specified in
Section 12803, a person shall immediately be issued a basic firearms safety
certificate by the instructor.
(e)  The instructor may also administer the objective test referred to in Sec-
tion 12809 at the site where the basic firearms safety course is given. Any
person receiving a passing grade, as specified in Section 12803, on the test
shall be immediately issued a basic firearms safety certificate by the in-
structor. Any person who fails to pass the test administered by the course
instructor, shall be given additional instructional materials by the instruc-
tor and be told that they may not retake the test under any circumstance un-
til 24 hours have elapsed.
(f)  Instructors shall forward to the department the names of those persons
who have received basic firearms safety certificates, the method by which the
person obtained the basic firearms safety certificate, and assure that origi-
nals or photocopies of the objective test, or any version thereof, are not
made available to applicants for the objective test, whether or not they pass
the objective test.
(g)  Instructors shall notify applicants for the basic firearms safety cer-
tificate that they may be issued a basic firearms safety certificate by at-
tending the basic firearms safety course, by passing the objective test, or
are exempt from this article by virtue of subdivision (b) of Section 12081.

12809.  (a)  Any person who has reason to believe that he or she does not need
to complete the basic firearms safety course may take an objective test on
the subject matter of the basic firearms safety course from an instructor
certified by the department. The objective test shall contain written notice
to the applicant on the top of the first page that he or she may not take the
test more than twice within a six-month period.
(b)  Any person receiving a passing grade on the test shall be immediately
issued a basic firearms safety certificate by the instructor. When the objec-
tive test is being administered, the certified instructor may only give ad-
ministrative instructions. Any person who fails to pass the objective test
upon the first attempt shall be given additional instructional materials by
the instructor such as a videotape or booklet. The person may not retake the
objective test under any circumstances until 24 hours have elapsed after the
failure to pass the objective test upon the first attempt. The person failing
the test on the first attempt shall take another version of the test upon the
second attempt. All tests shall be taken from the same instructor except upon
permission of the department, which shall be granted only for good cause
shown. The instructor shall make himself or herself available to the appli-
cant during regular business hours in order to retake the test. If the person
fails the objective test upon a second attempt, then the person shall attend
the basic firearms safety course pursuant to Section 12805 in order to be
issued a basic firearms safety certificate.
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(c)  The Department of Justice shall set the fee for taking the objective test
and issuance of the basic firearms safety certificate at an amount commensu-
rate with the actual cost to the department, but not to exceed twenty dollars
($20), ten dollars ($10) of which shall be forwarded to the department to
cover its costs. The fee paid shall entitle the applicant to take the objec-
tive test twice if necessary. * * * * 
(d)(1)  If a dealer licensed pursuant to Section 12071 or his or her employee,
or where the managing officer or partner is certified as an instructor pursu-
ant to this article, he or she shall also comply with all of the following
provisions:
(A)  Designate a separate room or partitioned area for a person to take the
objective test.
(B)  Maintain adequate supervision to assure that no acts of collusion occur
while the objective test is being administered.
(C)  If the firearm is a pistol, revolver, or other firearm capable of being
concealed upon the person, it shall not be delivered unless the dealer pro-
vides the purchaser or transferee instructions at the time of delivery on how
to operate the firearm, including, but not limited to methods of loading and
unloading the firearm, and the location of any safety on the firearm and how
the safety operates.
(2)  If the provisions specified in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1)
cannot be complied with, the applicant shall be advised that he or she may
take the objective test wherever the basic firearms safety course is being
offered. * * * *

California State Advisory:
Ordering Dealer’s Record of Sale Registers

A Dealer’s Record of Sale Register (DROS), referred to in Penal Code Section
12073, may be obtained by contacting the Department of Justice at (916) 227-
3703 for cost of the register and remitting a check or money order in that
amount to the State of California, P. O. Box 820200, Sacramento, California
94203-0200.
To insure prompt service when ordering registers:
1. Include a copy of your Federal Firearms License;
Certificate of Eligibility, and Local License to sell firearms at retail as
described in Penal Code Section 21071.
2.  Type or print “DROS Register” below your return address on the envelope.
3. Specify that you are ordering either the register for Pistols/Revolvers
and or Rifles/Shotguns or both.
4.  Use your business address as a return address and not your P.O. Box since
registers are shipped by common carrier.

WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS CODE SECTIONS

Chapter 3. Firearms

8100. Possession of firearm by patient with mental disorder; Waiting period
for patients threatening physical violence.
(a)  A person shall not have in his or her possession or under his or her cus-
tody or control, or purchase or receive, or attempt to purchase or receive,
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any firearms whatsoever or any other deadly weapon, if on or after January 1,
1992, he or she has been admitted to a facility and is receiving inpatient
treatment and, in the opinion of the attending health professional who is
primarily responsible for the patient’s treatment of a mental disorder, is a
danger to self or others, as specified by Section 5150, 5250, or 5300, even
though the patient has consented to that treatment.  A person is not subject
to this subdivision once he or she is discharged from the facility.   ( * * *
Contact State authority for  specifics).
(b)(1)  A person shall not have in his or her possession or under his or her
custody or control, or purchase or receive, or attempt to purchase or re-
ceive, any firearms whatsoever or any other deadly weapon for a period of six
months whenever, on or after January 1, 1992, he or she communicates to a
licensed psychotherapist, as defined in subdivisions (a) to (e), inclusive,
of Section 1010 or the Evidence Code, a serious threat of physical violence
against a reasonably identifiable victim or victims. * * *
The person, however, may own, possess, have custody or control over, or re-
ceive or purchase any firearm if a superior court, pursuant to paragraph (3)
and upon petition of the person, has found, by a preponderance of the evi-
dence, that the person is likely to use firearms or other deadly weapons in a
safe and lawful manner. * * * *
(c) “Discharge,”  for the purposes of this section, does not include a leave
of absence from a facility.
(d) “ Attending health care professional,”  as used in this section, means the
licensed health care professional primarily responsible for the person’s
treatment who is qualified to make the decision that the person has a mental
disorder and has probable cause to believe that the person is a danger to
self or others.
(e) “Deadly Weapon,”  as used in this section and in Sections 8101, 8102, and
8103, means any weapon, the possession or concealed carrying of which is pro-
hibited by Section 12020 of the Penal Code.
(f) “Danger to self”  as used in subdivision (a), means a voluntary person who
has made a serious threat of, or attempted, suicide with the use of a firearm
or other deadly weapon.
(g) A violation of subdivision (a) or of, paragraph (1) of subdivision (b)
of, this section shall be a public offense, punishable by imprisonment in the
state prison, or in a county jail for not more than one year, by a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and
fine.
(h) The prohibitions set forth in this section shall be in addition to those
set forth in Section 8103.
(i) Any person admitted and receiving treatment prior to January 1, 1992,
shall be governed by this section, as amended by Chapter 1090 of the Statutes
of 1990, until discharged from the facility.

8101. Giving deadly weapon to mental patient; Punishment.
(a)  Any person who shall knowingly supply, sell, give, or allow possession or
control of a deadly weapon to any person described in Section 8100 or 8103
shall be punishable by imprisonment in a state prison, or in a county jail
for a period of not exceeding one year, by a fine of not exceeding one thou-
sand dollars ($1,000), or by both such fine and imprisonment.
(b) Any person who shall knowingly supply, sell, give, or allow possession or
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control of a firearm to any person described in Section 8100 or 8103 shall be
punishable by imprisonment in a state prison
(c) “Deadly weapon,” as used in this section has the meaning prescribed by
Section 8100.

8103. (a)(1)  No person who after October 1, 1955, has been adjudicated by a
court of any state to be a danger to others as a result of mental disorder or
mental illness, or who has been adjudicated to be a mentally disordered sex
offender, shall purchase or receive, or attempt to purchase or receive, or
have in his or her possession, custody,  or control any firearm or any other
deadly weapon unless there has been issued to the person a certificate by the
court of adjudication upon release from treatment or at a later date stating
that the person may possess a firearm or any other deadly weapon without en-
dangering others, and the person has not, subsequent to the issuance of the
certificate, again been adjudicated by a court to be a danger to others as a
result of a mental disorder or mental illness. * * * *
(b)(1) No person who has been found, pursuant to Section 1026 of the Penal
Code or the law of any other state or the United States, not guilty by reason
of insanity of murder, mayhem, a violation of Section 207 or 209 of the Penal
Code in which the victim suffers intentionally inflicted great bodily injury,
carjacking or robbery in which the victim suffers great bodily injury, a vio-
lation of Section 451 or 452 of the Penal Code involving a trailer coach, as
defined in Section 635 of the Vehicle Code, or any dwelling house, a viola-
tion of paragraph (2) or (3) of Section 261 of the Penal Code, a violation of
Section 459 of the Penal Code in the first degree, assault with intent to
commit murder, a violation of Section 220 of the Penal Code in which the vic-
tim suffers great bodily injury, a violation of Section 12303.1, 12303.2,
12303.3, 12308, 12309, or 12310 of the Penal Code or of a felony involving
death, great bodily injury, or an act which poses a serious threat of bodily
harm to another person, or a violation of the law of any other state or the
United States that includes all the elements of any of the above felonies as
defined under California law, shall purchase or receive, or attempt to pur-
chase or receive, or have in his or her possession or under his or her cus-
tody or control any firearm or any other deadly weapon. * * * *
(c)(1) No person who has been found, pursuant to Section 1026 of the Penal
Code or the law of any other state or the United States, not guilty by reason
of insanity of any crime other than those described in subdivision (b) shall
purchase or receive, or attempt to purchase or receive, or shall have in his
or her possession, custody, or control any firearm or any other deadly weapon
unless the court of commitment has found the person to have recovered sanity,
pursuant to Section 1026.2 of the Penal Code or the law of any other state or
the United States. * * * *
(d)(1)  No person found by a court to be mentally incompetent to stand trial,
pursuant to Section   1370 or 1370.1 of the Penal Code or the law of any
other state or the United States, shall purchase or receive, or attempt to
purchase or receive, or shall have in his or her possession, custody, or con-
trol any firearm or any other deadly weapon, unless there has been a finding
with respect to the person of restoration to competence to stand trial by the
committing court, pursuant to Section 1372 of the Penal Code or the law of
any other state or the United States.  * * * *
(e)(1)  No person who has been placed under conservatorship by a court, pursu-
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ant to Section 5350 or the law of any other state or the United States, be-
cause the person is gravely disabled as a result of a mental disorder or im-
pairment by chronic alcoholism shall purchase or receive, or attempt to pur-
chase or receive, or shall have in his or her possession, custody, or control
any firearm or any other deadly weapon while under the conservatorship if, at
the time the conservatorship was ordered or thereafter, the court which im-
posed the conservatorship found that possession of a firearm or any other
deadly weapon by the person would present a danger to the safety of the per-
son or to others.  Upon placing any person under conservatorship, and prohib-
iting firearm or any other deadly weapon possession by the person the court
shall notify the person of this prohibition.
(f)(1)  No person who has been (A) taken into custody as provided in Section
5150 because that person is a danger to himself, herself, or to others, (B)
assessed within the meaning of Section 5151, and (C) admitted to a designated
facility within the meaning of Section 5151 and 5152 because that person is a
danger to himself, herself, or others, shall own, possess, control, receive,
or purchase, or attempt to own, possess, control, receive, or purchase any
firearm for a period of five years after the person is released from the fa-
cility.  A person described in the preceding sentence, however, may own, pos-
sess, control, receive, or purchase or attempt to own, possess, control, re-
ceive, or purchase any firearm if the superior court has, pursuant to para-
graph (4), upon petition of the person is likely to use firearms in a safe
and lawful manner. * * * *
(g)(1)  No person who has been certified for intensive treatment under Section
5250, 5260 or 5270.15 shall own, possess, control, receive, or purchase, or
attempt to own, possess, control, receive, or purchase any firearm for a pe-
riod of five years.  Any person who meets the criteria contained in subdivi-
sion (e) or (f) who is released from intensive treatment shall nevertheless,
if applicable, remain subject to the prohibition contained in subdivision (e)
or (f). * * * *
(i) Every person who owns or possesses or has under his or her custody or
control, or purchases or receives, or attempts to purchase or receive, any
firearm or any other deadly weapon in violation of this section is guilty of
a felony which is punishable by imprisonment in the state prison, or in the
county jail for not more than one year, and which is subject to subdivision
(b) of Section 17 of the Penal Code.
(j)  “Deadly weapon,”  as used in this section, has the meaning prescribed by
Section 8100.

53701. Registration and licensing of firearms; exclusive regulation by legis-
lature.   It is the intention of the Legislature to occupy the whole field of
regulation of the registration or licensing of commercially manufactured
firearms as encompassed by the provision of the Penal Code, and such provi-
sion shall be exclusive of all local regulations, relating to registration or
licensing of commercially manufactured firearms, by any political subdivision
as defined in Section 1721 of the Labor Code.

Publisher’s Notes:

1. The following jurisdictions restrict the sale, possession, or receipt of
firearms, such as destructive devices [i.e., (a) grenades (or other explosive
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or incendiary devices), or (b) fully automatic weapons, or (c) short-barreled
rifles, or (d) short-barreled shotguns, or (e) silencers, or (f) other
(specified)] [An asterisk (*) next to a name indicates another listing]

Los Angeles* (f)= Semi-automatic assault weapons. See text, below.
Oakland* (e)

2. A permit to purchase must be obtained before a firearm may be sold or de-
livered to a purchaser or recipient in the following jurisdictions [An aster-
isk (*) next to a name indicates another listing]

Clovis*

3. The following jurisdictions restrict the age at which it is lawful for a
person to purchase or receive a firearm [An asterisk (*) next to a name indi-
cates another listing]

Alameda County
Alhambra
Artesia
Azusa
Baldwin Park*
Bell
Bellflower
Belmont
Beverly Hills
Buena Park
Burbank*
Carson
Cerritos
Chula Vista*
Clovis*
Commerce
Compton
Contra Costa County
Corona*
Cudahy
Culver
Daly*
Downey
Duarte
El Cajon
El Cerrito
El Monte*
Fontana
Foster
Fremont
Fresno
Gardena
Glendale*
Half Moon Bay
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Hawaiian Gardens
Hawthorne
Hayward
Hermosa Beach
Inglewood
La Habra
La Mesa
La Mirada
La Puente*
Lakewood
Lomita
Long Beach
Los Angeles*
Los Angeles County
Lynwood
Montclair
Monterey Park
Norwalk
Oakland*
Paramount
Pico Rivera
Piedmont
Pittsburg
Placentia
Pleasant Hill
Redding
Redwood
Rolling Hills Estates
Rosemead
San Bernardino
San Bernardino County*
San Bruno
San Carlos
San Dimas
San Fernando
San Jacinto
San Jose*
San Marino
San Mateo County*
Santa Barbara*
Santa Clara
Santa Fe Springs
Santa Maria
Santa Monica*
Selma
Sierra Madre
South Lake Tahoe
Stockton*
Temple
Union
Upland
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Vista
Walnut Creek
Walnut*
West Covina
Westminster
Whittier

4. The following jurisdictions restrict the sale of firearms [i.e., require-
ment for a local license to sell firearms and/or maintain recordkeeping] [An
asterisk (*) next to a name indicates another listing]

Baldwin Park*
Burbank*
Carpinteria
Chowchilla
Chula Vista*
Clovis*
Corona*
Cupertino
Daly*
El Monte*
El Segundo
Fullerton
Glendale*
La Puente*
Lompoc
Long Beach
Los Angeles*
Los Banos
Manteca
Merced
Oceanside
Orange County
Oxnard
Palmdale
Palo Alto*
Pasadena
San Bernardino County*
San Diego
San Diego County
San Francisco
San Jose*
San Luis Obispo County
San Marcos*
San Mateo County*
Santa Barbara County
Santa Barbara*
Santa Monica*
Seaside
South Pasadena
Stanislaus County
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Stockton*
Walnut*
Yreka

5. Swap meet exchanges or sales prohibited.

Escondido
Thousand Oaks

Los Angeles

Chap. V - [Semi-automatic Assault Weapons]

Section 55.05. Assault weapons - Sale or possession prohibited:
(a)  Subject to Subsection (c), the term “assault weapon,”  as used in this
Section, shall include:
1.  any semi-automatic action, centerfire rifle or carbine which accepts a
detachable magazine with a capacity of twenty rounds or more, including but
not limited to the following firearms or their copies: AR 15 semi-automatic
assault rifles, Uzi semi-automatic assault rifles or carbines, Ingram Mac-10
semi-automatic assault carbines, Ingram Mac-11 semi-automatic assault car-
bines, Heckler and Koch 93 semi-automatic assault rifles, Heckler and Koch 91
semi-automatic assault rifles, AK-47 semi-automatic assault rifles, AKM-47
semi-automatic assault rifles, all Avtomat Kalashnikov weapons, M1-A semi-
automatic assault rifles, M-14 semi-automatic assault rifles, Thompson semi-
automatic carbines and any other semi-automatic carbines manufactured by Auto
Ordnance;
2.  any shotguns with a barrel of less than 18 inches and a folding stock or
magazine capacity of more than six rounds;
3.  any weapon which may be readily restored to an operable assault weapon, as
defined above in 1 and 2; and
4.  any part, or combination of parts, designed or intended to convert a
weapon into an assault weapon, as defined above in 1 or 2, or any combination
of parts from which an assault weapon may be readily assembled, if those
parts are in the possession or under the control of the same person.
(b)  As used in this Section, the term “semi-automatic”  means a weapon which
fires a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger and which em-
ploys a magazine.
(c)  The term “assault weapon”  does not include any of the following:
1.  any of the above generally and specifically described weapons which is a
“machinegun”  as that term is defined by Section 12200 of the Penal Code of
the State of California; any pistol, revolver or other firearm which is ca-
pable of being concealed upon one’s person, as defined and regulated by the
provisions of Sections 12021 and 12025 of the Penal Code of the State of
California;
2.  any of the following: weapons which do not use fixed ammunition, weapons
which were manufactured prior to 1898, manually operated bolt action weapons,
lever action weapons, slide action weapons, single-shot weapons, multiple-
barrel weapons, semi-automatic weapons which use exclusively Mannlicher-style
clips, semi-automatic weapons manufactured prior to 1954, rimfire weapons
that employ a tubular magazine;
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3.  any assault weapon which is an antique or relic firearm or other weapon
falling within the specifications of paragraphs (5), (7) and (8) of Subsec-
tion (b) of Section 12020 of the Penal Code of the State of California;
4.  any short-barreled rifle or shotgun as defined in Subsection (c) of Penal
Code Section 12020; or
5.  any assault weapon which has been modified either to render it permanently
inoperable or to permanently make it a device no longer defined as an assault
weapon.
(d)  Except as specified in Subsections (e), (f), and (g), no person, includ-
ing wholesale and retail gun dealers, shall sell, offer or display for sale,
give, lend or transfer ownership of, or possess any assault weapon.
(e)  Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the acquisition, possession, or
disposition by police departments, sheriffs’ offices, marshals’ offices, the
California Highway Patrol, other local, state and federal law enforcement
agencies, or the military and naval forces of this state or of the United
States for use in the discharge of their official duties; nor shall anything
in this Section prohibit the possession of assault weapons or magazines
thereof by regular, salaried, full-time officers, employees or agents thereof
when on duty and the use of assault weapons is within the scope of their du-
ties.
(f)  The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the possession of any
assault weapon when such possession is prohibited by the provisions of Sec-
tion 12031 of the Penal Code of the State of California or Section 2010 of
the Fish and Game Code of the State of California.
(g)  Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (d) of this Section:
1.  any person who obtains title to an assault weapon by bequest or intestate
succession may retain possession for a period of time not to exceed six
months, and shall within that time transfer title of the weapon to a dealer
licensed pursuant to Article 4 of the State of California Penal Code, com-
mencing at Section 12250, or to the Los Angeles Police Department or other
police agency;
2.  an assault weapon may be maintained in the possession of an entity or es-
tablishment engaged in the business of motion picture, television or video
production, but only for the purpose of being utilized as a prop during the
course of a motion picture, television or video production by an authorized
participant therein or by an authorized agent or employee of the entity or
establishment, and only if the entity or establishment secures such assault
weapon from unauthorized use; and
3.  an assault weapon may be possessed by any federal, state or local histori-
cal society, museum or institutional collection which is open to the public,
provided  any such weapon is properly housed, secured from unauthorized han-
dling and is unloaded.

Palo Alto

Assault Weapons

9.09.010 Definitions.  The following words and phrases, whenever used in this
chapter, shall be construed as defined in this section:
(1) Except  as provided in subdivision (2), below, “assault weapon”  includes
the following:
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(a)  Any semi-automatic action, centerfire rifle or carbine which accepts a
detachable magazine with a capacity of more than five rounds.
(b)  Any semi-automatic shotgun with a magazine capacity of more than eight
rounds.
(c)  Any part, or combination of parts, designed or intended to convert a
weapon into an assault weapon, or any combination of parts from which an as-
sault weapon may be readily assembled, if those parts are in the possession
or under the control of the same person.
(2) “Assault weapon”  does not include any of the following:
(a)  Any “antique firearm”  or any firearm which is a “curio or relic”  as de-
fined in subdivision (b) of Section 12020 of the California Penal Code.
(b)  Any “short-barreled shotgun”  as defined in subdivision (c) of Section
12020 of the California Penal Code.
(c)  Any “short-barreled rifle”  as defined in subdivision (c) of Section 12020
of the California Penal Code.
(d)  Any “machinegun”  as defined in Section 12200 of the California Penal
Code.
(e)  Any assault weapon which has been modified either to render it perma-
nently inoperable or to permanently make it a device no longer defined as an
assault weapon.
(f)  Weapons that use .22 caliber rimfire ammunition, weapons that do not use
fixed ammunition, weapons that were manufactured prior to 1898, manually-
operated bolt-action weapons, lever-action weapons, slide-action weapons,
single-shot weapons, multiple-barrel weapons, revolving-cylinder weapons,
rimfire weapons which employ a tubular magazine, semi-automatic weapons which
use exclusively Mannlicher-style clips, and semi-automatic weapons in produc-
tion prior to 1954.
(3) “Person”  means any individual, association, partnership, or corporation.
(4) “Rifle”  means a weapon, whether or not it is intended to be fired from
the shoulder, that is designed or redesigned, made or remade, to fire a fixed
cartridge through a rifled bore and is not a “pistol” as defined in Section
12001 et seq. of the California Penal Code.
(5) “Semi-automatic”  means any weapon which fires a single projectile for
each single pull of the trigger and which employs a magazine.
(6) “Shotgun”  means a weapon, whether or not it is intended to be fired from
the shoulder, that is designed or redesigned, made or remade, to fire a fixed
shotgun shell through a smooth bore.

9.09.020 Unlawful Conduct:  Except as provided in Section 9.09.030, below, no
person shall sell, offer or display for sale, give, lend, or transfer owner-
ship of, or possess any assault weapon. Any person violating this section is
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished as provided in subdivision (a)
of Section 1.08.010 of the Palo Alto Municipal Code.

9.09.030 Exemptions:  Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the following:
(1)  The acquisition, possession, or disposition by police departments,
sheriff’s departments, marshal’s offices, the California Highway Patrol,
other local, state and federal law enforcement agencies, or the military and
naval forces of this state or of the United States for use in the discharge
of their official duties, or the possession of assault weapons by regular,
salaried, full-time officers, employees or agents thereof when on duty and
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the use of assault weapons is within the scope of their duties.
(2)  The possession of any assault weapons when such possession is prohibited
by the provisions of Section 12031 of the California Penal Code or Section
2010 of the California Fish and Game Code.

9.09.040 Compliance:  Any person who, prior to the effective date [03-06-89]
of this chapter, was legally in possession of any assault weapon, or who sub-
sequently obtains title to an assault weapon by bequest or intestate succes-
sion, shall within 30 days remove said assault weapon from within the city
limits of Palo Alto or surrender it to the Palo Alto Police Department.

Stockton

Division 5. Possession or Sale of
Assault Weapons Prohibited

4-047. Findings:
The City Council finds and declares that the proliferation and use of assault
weapons pose a serious threat to the health, safety, welfare and security of
the citizens of Stockton.
The City Council finds that the primary purpose of assault weapons is anti-
personnel and any civilian application or use of such weapons is merely inci-
dental to such primary anti-personnel purpose.
The City Council further finds that the function of this type of weapon is
such that any use as a recreational weapon is far outweighed by the potential
threat that the weapon will cause injury and death to human beings.
These weapons are not subject to state regulations that require a waiting
period for their purchase.
Therefore, it is necessary to establish regulations to restrict the posses-
sion or sale of these weapons.
It is not the intent of the City Council to place restrictions on the use of
weapons which are primarily designed and intended for hunting, target prac-
tice, or other legitimate sports or recreational activities.

4-048. Definitions:
1.  Assault Weapon:
a.  For the purpose of this division, “assault weapon”  includes all of the
following:
1)  All semi-automatic action, centerfire rifles that accept detachable maga-
zines with a capacity of 20 rounds or more and were originally designed for
military or anti-personnel purposes and applications.
2)  All semi-automatic shotguns with a magazine capacity of more than six
rounds.
3)  All semi-automatic pistols that are modifications of rifles described in
paragraph (1); that is, having the same make, caliber, and action design but
a shorter barrel and no rear stock, or that are semi-automatic weapons origi-
nally designed to accept detachable magazines with a capacity of 20 rounds or
more.
4)  Any firearm which may be restored to an operable assault weapon.
5)  Any part, or combination of parts, designed or intended to convert a fire-
arm into an assault weapon, or any combination of parts from which an assault
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weapon may be readily assembled if those parts are in the possession or under
the control of the same person.
b.  As used in this division, “assault weapon”  does not include any of the
following:
1)  Weapons that do not use fixed ammunition, weapons that were in production
prior to 1898, manually operated bolt-action weapons, lever-action weapons,
slide-action weapons, single-shot weapons, multiple-barrel weapons, revolv-
ing-cylinder weapons, semi-automatic weapons with a fixed magazine capacity
of 10 rounds or less, semi-automatic weapons in production prior to 1954, and
rimfire weapons that employ a tubular magazine.
2)  Any short-barreled shotgun, as defined in paragraph (1) of subdivision (c)
of Section 12020 of the California Penal Code.
3)  Any short-barreled rifle, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (c)
of Section 12020 of the California Penal Code.
4)  Any antique or relic firearm, movie prop, or other weapon, as specified in
paragraphs (1), (5), (7), (8), (9), (10), (11), (12), and (13) of subdivision
(b) of Section 12020 of the California Penal Code, and subject to all the
limitations and requirements of those paragraphs.
5)  Any firearm that uses .22 caliber rimfire ammunition.
6)  Any assault weapon which has been modified either to render it permanently
inoperable or to permanently make it a device no longer defined as an assault
weapon.
2. Person:  Any individual, corporation, company, association, firm, partner-
ship, club or society.
3. Rifle:  As used in this division, “rifle”  means a weapon, whether or not it
is intended to be fired from the shoulder, that is designed or redesigned,
made or remade, to fire a fixed cartridge and is not a “pistol,”  as defined
in Section 12001 et seq. of the California Penal Code.
4. Semi-automatic:  As used in this division, “semi-automatic”  means any
weapon which fires a single projectile for each single pull of the trigger
and which employs a magazine.
5. Shotgun:  As used in this division, “shotgun”  means a weapon, whether or
not it is intended to be fired from the shoulder, that is designed or rede-
signed, made or remade, to fire a fixed shotgun shell.

4-049. Unlawful Conduct.
Any person who sells or possesses any assault weapon within the City of
Stockton, except as provided herein, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
Any assault weapon which is used as the basis for an arrest under this sec-
tion shall be seized as contraband and destroyed.

4-050.[Exemption; Disposition].
The provisions of Section 4-049 shall not apply to or affect any member of
any federal, state, county, city and county, or city agency that is charged
with the enforcement of any law, for use in the discharge of the member’s
official duties, when possession of an assault weapon is authorized by the
agency, and is within the course and scope of the member’s duties.
Any person who, prior to the effective date [02-06-89] of this division, was
legally in possession of a weapon prohibited by this division shall have
seven (7) days from the effective date of this division to remove said weapon
from within the city limits of Stockton without being subject to prosecution
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hereunder.


